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God gives us true knowledge of Himself in Scripture

God created human language so His revelation to us in human language is trustworthy. Even if we do
not understand how a statement could be true, we can know enough about what the words mean for
God to impart knowledge about Himself, His character, and His will to us adequately.

Christian theologians have admitted this since Christ came to earth, and so theological explanations of
the Trinity all admit that our knowledge is completely true but not truly complete! Consider some of
their statements:

“Much of the confusion about the Trinity is terminological; it concerns the words we use to
describe God, who is in many ways beyond words and beyond thought. The problems with the
terms "begetting" and "Son"—which suggest that God might have a carnal offspring—to which |
referred earlier, are two examples. "Person" is another.

Christians use the term "Person" to describe the Father, the Son, and the Spirit. This is a very
different use of "person” than in our ordinary language. By "persons" we ordinarily mean
individuals who are separate, but related to other individuals; in al-Razi's terminology, human
persons are "self-subsisting essences." No such separation is conceivable in the one God! Divine
"Persons" are not like human persons, only magnified to superhuman proportions. To avoid
confusion over precisely that issue, many theologians counsel against the use of the word
"Person" to refer to one of the three in God. We might be able to put it this way. Christian
tradition uses the word "Person" not because it expresses exactly what Christians believe, but
because there is no word more adequate to speak of the three in God. So we use the word,
knowing we must mentally adjust its meaning when it refers to God.

A Muslim critic might respond: "Those are just the kinds of difficulties you get yourself into
when you affirm the Trinity; then you have to use words like 'begetting,' 'Son,' and 'Person,' but
can't use them properly like everybody else does." But now it may be my turn to suggest that
this would be a false victory, for our difficulties in speaking of God would not go away if God
were not the Holy Trinity. All words we use of God—such as "sustainer" and "master" or
"gracious" and "merciful" (Al Fatihah, 1:1—4)—are inadequate. Why? Augustine explains:
"Because the total transcendence of the godhead quite surpasses the capacity of ordinary
speech.” The words paint a picture or tell a story, so to speak, but the picture or the story is
always more dissimilar than it is similar to who God truly is. God is uncreated and infinite.
Therefore God is inexpressible, beyond our concepts, beyond our language. The talk of
"Persons" captures something important about God, but is inadequate to express the full
reality, because God transcends the notion of "person,” as we have seen. The same is true of
"essence," "goodness," "love"—all to varying degrees correct and true when referring to God,
but all also deeply inadequate. The very reality of God is such that God always remains
inconceivable, a mystery that can never be properly named or puzzled out. And yet we speak
of God—guided by God's self-revelation. We have true knowledge of God, but we are capable
of understanding much better what the divine Mystery is not than what that Mystery is.



Important strands in all three Abrahamic faiths agree on this.” [WR:AACR,139f]

“As in all theology, we are on a knife edge, or, we might say, a narrow path with precipices on each
side. On one side, we deny the unity of God, and make it appear that there are three gods; on the
other, we cause the distinctions of the three to disappear into some underlying undifferentiated deity.
On the whole, our Western tradition has tended to the latter, so to stress the unity of God’s action that
it becomes difficult to do justice to its diversity.” [Gunton, C. E. (2003). Father, Son, and Holy Spirit :
Essays toward a fully trinitarian theology (79). London; New York: T & T Clark.]

“While the term trinity is not a biblical expression, the doctrine of the Trinity is biblical. It is
totally a product of revelation that man’s reason could never discover. The doctrine is to be
believed because the inspired Scriptures teach it. It is one of the most profound and difficult
mysteries in the Word of God. Although the truth of the Trinity lies outside the capacity of our
minds to fully comprehend and explain, the doctrine is clearly taught in the Bible. God is
unique in this respect. There is nothing in nature that perfectly illustrates this aspect of God’s
being.” [Benson, C. H. (2004). The one true God : Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Biblical essentials
series (12-13). Wheaton, Ill.: Crossway Books.

“TRINITY: Theological term used to define God as an undivided unity expressed in the threefold
nature of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. As a distinctive Christian
doctrine, the Trinity is considered as a divine mystery beyond human comprehension to be
reflected upon only through scriptural revelation. The Trinity is a biblical concept that
expresses the dynamic character of God, not a Greek idea pressed into Scripture from
philosophical or religious speculation. While the term “trinity” does not appear in Scripture,
the trinitarian structure appears throughout the NT to affirm that God Himself is manifested
through Jesus Christ by means of the Spirit.

A proper biblical view of the Trinity balances the concepts of unity and distinctiveness. Two
errors that appear in the history of the consideration of the doctrine are tritheism and
unitarianism. In tritheism error is made in emphasizing the distinctiveness of the Godhead to the
point that the Trinity is seen as three separate Gods, or a Christian polytheism. On the other
hand, unitarianism excludes the concept of distinctiveness while focusing solely on the aspect of
God the Father. In this way Christ and the Holy Spirit are placed in lower categories and made
less than divine. Both errors compromise the effectiveness and contribution of the activity of
God in redemptive history. [Brand, C., Draper, C., England, A., Bond, S., Clendenen, E. R., Butler,
T. C., & Latta, B. (2003). Holman lllustrated Bible Dictionary (1625-1627). Nashville, TN: Holman
Bible Publishers.

“The doctrine of the Trinity is the distinctive doctrine of Christianity which distinguishes it from
all other views of God. Christians are monotheists like Jews and Muslims. We believe that there
is only one true God. Yet unlike Judaism and Islam, Christians believe that there is a

differentiation within the Godhead. The one true God consists of three persons, the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit. These are not three gods. Christians are not polytheists who believe in



many gods. This is, admittedly, difficult to understand. Yet Christians have not come to believe
in the Trinity because of abstract philosophical reasoning about the nature of God; it was
because of the truth about God as he is revealed in the New Testament that the truth of the
Trinity was accepted by the church. ” [“God the Son”, John H. Fish lll, Emmaus Journal Volume
12.2003. Dubuque, IA: Emmaus Bible College.]

The scriptures teach us that God can be truly known through His revelation:

Thus says the LORD: “Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not the mighty man boast in
his might, let not the rich man boast in his riches, 24 but let him who boasts boast in this, that
he understands and knows me, that | am the LORD who practices steadfast love, justice, and
righteousness in the earth. For in these things | delight, declares the LORD.” (Je 9:23-24).

The God of the Bible spoke into history to tell us of our purpose, our natures, our problems, and of His
desire and ability to bring virtue and healing to our lives. He offered us immortality and true life — not
just existence.

In hope of eternal life, which God, who never lies, promised before the ages began (Letter to
Titus 1.2)

For God saved us and called us to live a holy life. He did this, not because we deserved it, but
because that was his plan from before the beginning of time—to show us his grace through
Christ Jesus. And now he has made all of this plain to us by the appearing of Christ Jesus, our
Savior. He broke the power of death and illuminated the way to life and immortality through
the Good News. (2 Ti 1:9-10).

But this immortal and robust eternal life comes by knowing God:

After Jesus said these things, he looked toward heaven and prayed, “Father, the time has come.
Give glory to your Son so that the Son can give glory to you. 2 You gave the Son power over all
people so that the Son could give eternal life to all those you gave him. 3 And this is eternal life:
that people know you, the only true God, and that they know Jesus Christ, the One you sent.
(In 17:1-3).

God the Father can be known, and He can be known through knowing Christ—His own self-expression

and image in history.

Indeed, the promises of God in the Old Testament specifically point to knowing God. Two of these
promises focus on the coming of Messiah Jesus.

In Isaiah 11, the Messiah is prophesized to make the knowledge of God universal:

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear
fruit. And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. And his



delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide
disputes by what his ears hear, but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with
equity for the meek of the earth... They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for the
earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. In that day the
root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of him shall the nations inquire, and
his resting place shall be glorious.

One commentator said this:

“In these verses the character and work of the “Branch” are described. The Spirit of the LORD
will rest on Him, that is, the Holy Spirit would empower Him (at Jesus’ baptism, Matt. 3:16-17)
for His work which would be characterized by wisdom... understanding... counsel... power...
knowledge, and the fear of the LORD. The attributes of the Holy Spirit would characterize the
Messiah. Because of His wisdom, understanding, counsel, and knowledge He is the Wonderful
Counselor (Isa. 9:6)... He is characterized by the fear of the LORD and has delight in it (11:3) just
as His people should have. To fear God is to respond to Him in awe, trust, obedience, and
worship. (Interestingly all three persons of the Trinity are suggested in vv. 1-2.) The Messiah
constantly seeks to do what God the Father wants Him to do. This contrasted with the religious
leaders in Isaiah’s day who were unconcerned about following God’s Word.... The reason such
tranquility is possible is that all the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD (Isa. 11:9; cf.
Jer. 31:34; Hab. 2:14). This means more than people knowing intellectually about the Lord. The
idea is that people everywhere will live according to God’s principles and Word. ... The Messiah,
the Root of Jesse, will be a means of rallying for the nations (cf. v. 12; Zech. 14:9, 16). Jesus
Himself made the same point that many people from outside Israel will have a part in God’s
kingdom (Luke 13:29). God had promised Abraham that through his line all peoples on the
earth would be blessed (Gen. 12:3). [Walvoord, J. F., Zuck, R. B., & Dallas Theological Seminary.
(1983-). The Bible knowledge commentary : An exposition of the scriptures (Is 11:1-10).
Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.]

And in Jeremiah 31, God promises a New Covenant with Israel—which Jesus inaugurated by His death
on the Cross and which also has benefits for all nations:

But this is the covenant which | will make with the house of Israel after those days,” declares the
LORD, “I will put My law within them and on their heart | will write it; and | will be their God, and
they shall be My people. “They will not teach again, each man his neighbor and each man his
brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they will all know Me, from the least of them to the
greatest of them,” declares the LORD, “for | will forgive their iniquity, and their sin | will
remember no more.”

And commentators point out that this is accomplished by the giving of the Holy Spirit by the Father and
by the Risen Christ:

“The result of the new covenant is to be the universal knowledge of God. The Mosaic law
required the people to teach the law to their children (e.g., Deut 6:4-9; 11:19). ... Having the law



written on one’s heart is not so much a matter of immediate knowledge as transformed
attitudes and behavior (22:16). The result is said to be not just the knowledge of the law but
the knowledge of the Lord, i.e., a relationship with the Lord of the covenant by faith, the goal
of all the earlier covenants. ” [Huey, F. (2001). Vol. 16: Jeremiah, Lamentations (electronic ed.).
Logos Library System; The New American Commentary (285—-286). Nashville: Broadman &
Holman Publishers.]

“The new covenant (cf. Jer 31:31-34) carried with it assurance of forgiveness through Jesus’
blood shed on the cross and the inner work of the Holy Spirit in motivating us and enabling us
to fulfill our covenantal responsibility.” [Leifeld, W. L. (1984). Luke. In F. E. Gaebelein (Ed.), The
Expositor's Bible Commentary, Volume 8: Matthew, Mark, Luke (F. E. Gaebelein, Ed.) (1027).
Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House.]

What God has told us in Scripture about His nature and His life, is to be accepted and trusted as honest
and accurate statements from Him. He never tells us about how His nature could be such, and it is
presumptuous, foolish, and dangerous for us to speculate on this.



