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Agent Three (God the Son):

When we discussed the issue of “How could Jesus be the Son of God and there still only be one God?”,
we spoke about the intimacy and mystical connection between Jesus of Nazareth and God the Father.
We could not explain how that relationship could be possible, of course, because the relationship was
beyond anything we know about in this world—but it was still a revealed truth from God.

But the relationship between the historical Jesus of Nazareth and God the Father is part of a longer and
larger relationship between God the Eternal Son and God the Eternal Father.

The Eternal Son of God existed long before the baby Jesus was conceived in the womb of Mary. And
just as God the Father sent God the Holy Spirit to the earth to be His presence and to perform divine
acts at various times in history, so also God the Father sent God the Son to earth to inhabit a human
body and to perform divine acts. Just as the Holy Spirit was God’s presence in the earthly Jewish temple,
so too God the Son was fully present in the earthly body of Jesus (and still is, up in heaven).

Jesus was called Messiah in the Hebrew language of Israel (as well as in Muslim tradition) and Christ in
the Greek language of the New Testament (and in Muslim tradition too). He typically referred to Himself
as the “Son of Man”, emphasizing His connection with our humanity and identifying Himself with the
prophets such as Ezekiel.

But the person who spoke from the body of that Jesus was somehow both human and divine—what
theologians call a result of the Incarnation. Just as Muslim theologians speak about the eternal almost-
divine Quran being incarnated in the scrolls of the Quran today, so too God teaches in the Scriptures
about the sending of the Son to earth in a body.

Here are a few verses that describe the ministry of this God the Son/Son of God before He came to
earth in the life of Jesus of Nazareth:

Jesus Himself claimed often to have been pre-existent in heaven with glory before His incarnation, and
to have been sent by the Father to earth (Jn 3.13; Jn 6.33; Jn 6.38; Jn 6.62; Jn 8.23; Jn 8.42; Jn 10.30-39;
Jn 16.28; In 17.5). For examples,

No one has ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man.
(Gospel of John 3:13).

Jesus then said to them, “Truly, truly, | say to you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread
from heaven, but my Father gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is he
who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 34 They said to him, “Sir, give us this
bread always.” 35 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not
hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst. (Gospel of John 6:32—35).

All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me | will never cast out.
38 For | have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent me.
(Gospel of John 6:37-38).



When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This is a hard saying; who can listen to it?”

61 But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were grumbling about this, said to them, “Do
you take offense at this? 62 Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where
he was before? 63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help at all. The words that | have
spoken to you are spirit and life. (Gospel of John 6:60-63).

So he said to them again, “I am going away, and you will seek me, and you will die in your sin.
Where | am going, you cannot come.” 22 So the Jews said, “Will he kill himself, since he says,
‘Where | am going, you cannot come’?” 23 He said to them, “You are from below; I am from
above. You are of this world; | am not of this world. (Gospel of John 8:21-23).

They answered him, “Abraham is our father.” Jesus said to them, “If you were Abraham’s
children, you would be doing the works Abraham did, 40 but now you seek to kill me, a man who
has told you the truth that | heard from God. This is not what Abraham did. 41 You are doing the
works your father did.” They said to him, “We were not born of sexual immorality. We have one
Father—even God.” 42 Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for |
came from God and | am here. | came not of my own accord, but he sent me. (Gospel of John
8:39-42).

I have said these things to you in figures of speech. The hour is coming when | will no longer
speak to you in figures of speech but will tell you plainly about the Father. 26 In that day you will
ask in my name, and | do not say to you that | will ask the Father on your behalf; 27 for the
Father himself loves you, because you have loved me and have believed that | came from God.
28 I came from the Father and have come into the world, and now | am leaving the world and
going to the Father.” (Gospel of John 16:25-28).

When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, the hour
has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you have given him authority
over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3 And this is eternal life, that
they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4 | glorified you on
earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. 5 And now, Father, glorify me in
your own presence with the glory that | had with you before the world existed. (Gospel of
John 17:1-5).

These are very strong and very clear statements by Jesus, who was not an idolater, not an unbeliever,
not a polytheist, nor a deceiver. If we believe Scripture, then we must accept these truths—that the
Person who spoke from within Jesus existed in heaven before Jesus was born, and had been with the
Father in glory. There are no ways to deny that God said this in the Holy Scriptures.

And Jesus’ apostles and earliest disciples had learned this from Jesus and knew this to be the case also.



He is described by them as pre-existent in glory with the father and as being the Creator and Sustainer
of everything (including the angels).

For examples:

Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord, nor of me his prisoner, but share
in suffering for the gospel by the power of God, 9 who saved us and called us to a holy calling,
not because of our works but because of his own purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ
Jesus before the ages began, 10 and which now has been manifested through the appearing of
our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through
the gospel (Second Letter to Timothy 1:8-10).

He who comes from above is above all. He who is of the earth belongs to the earth and speaks
in an earthly way. He who comes from heaven is above all. 32 He bears witness to what he has
seen and heard, yet no one receives his testimony. 33 Whoever receives his testimony sets his
seal to this, that God is true. 34 For he whom God has sent utters the words of God, for he gives
the Spirit without measure. 35 The Father loves the Son and has given all things into his hand.
36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life,
but the wrath of God remains on him. (Gospel of John 3:31-36, in which John the Baptist is
speaking).

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by him all things were
created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers
or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 17 And he is before all things,
and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. 19 For in him
all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all
things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. (Letter to the
Colossians 1:15-20).

Don’t look out only for your own interests, but take an interest in others, too. You must have the
same attitude that Christ Jesus had. Though he was God, he did not think of equality with God
as something to cling to. 7 Instead, he gave up his divine privileges; he took the humble
position of a slave and was born as a human being. When he appeared in human form, he
humbled himself in obedience to God and died a criminal’s death on a cross. Therefore, God
elevated him to the place of highest honor and gave him the name above all other names, that
at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (Letter to the
Philippians2:4-12).

The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. (First Letter of John
3:8).



God showed how much he loved us by sending his one and only Son into the world so that we
might have eternal life through him. 10 This is real love—not that we loved God, but that he
loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins. (First Letter of John 4:9-10).

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not
perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. (Gospel of John 3:16-17).

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 2 but in
these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things,
through whom also he created the world. 3 He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact
imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high (Heb 1:1-3).

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was
in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not
anything made that was made...and the Word became flesh and dwelt among us (Gospel of
John 1:1-3, 14).

For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in
the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh (Letter to the Romans 8:3).

The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world
to save sinners, of whom | am the foremost. 16 But | received mercy for this reason, that in me,
as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an example to those who were
to believe in him for eternal life. 17 To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be
honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. (First Letter to Timothy 1:15-17).

Again, these are very strong and very clear statements in Scripture: The third Agent within the Godhead
is known as the Son, the Word, the Image of God, the Expression of God’s nature. This Agent was sent
from heaven to earth, in the form of a human, to show us what God was like, to reveal to us the love of
the Father, and to solve the problem of our separation from God due to our moral failures.

These are not just a couple of verses which could have been invented and added deceptively to the New
Testament by the later church—they are woven deep into the New Testament and form the very
backbone of the power of Jesus’ ministry.

Just as the old Jewish temple of stone and wood could have God fully present inside somehow, so too
could the human nature of Jesus have God fully present inside it. This does not mean that God the
Father was not in heaven after the Incarnation, nor does it mean that the Son of God was not still
present in heaven in the Godhead. Limitations of time and space do not apply to God! The Godhead is
never divided and the three Agents or Persons are never detached from one another. They are all
eternal parts or centers within the one and only God.



In fact, this inseparable union of Father-in-heaven and Son-on-earth can be seen in a couple of sayings

of Jesus during His time on earth:

Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, | say to you, the Son can do nothing of his own accord, but only
what he sees the Father doing. For whatever the Father does, that the Son does likewise.

20 For the Father loves the Son and shows him all that he himself is doing. And greater works
than these will he show him, so that you may marvel. (Gospel of John 5:19-20).

I can do nothing on my own. As I hear, | judge, and my judgment is just, because | seek not my
own will but the will of him who sent me. (Gospel of John 5:30).

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me. 7 If you had known me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you
do know him and have seen him.” 8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is
enough for us.” 9 Jesus said to him, “Have | been with you so long, and you still do not know me,
Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?

10 Do you not believe that | am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that | say to
you | do not speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. (Gospel
of John 14:6-10).

So, the scriptures compel us to believe that God the Son/Son of God has always been a divine person in
the Godhead--even when He was sent by the Father to earth, in the life of Christ Jesus.

Element 4: These three Agents are distinct from each other, interact with each other, and yet are

often portrayed as identical or as working together as one in each of their actions.

Here we will let the Scriptures demonstrate that these three Agents are distinct from one another in the
Godhead, that they interact with one another as separate persons, but they are still one God and are
often portrayed as identical.

Some of this we have already seen earlier, so | will mostly give a summary here.

The Father is distinct from the Son and the two Persons interact.

This is obvious from the passages we have seen which talk about the Father sending the
Son, the Son obeying the Father, and the Son revealing the Father.

We can also note that the Son prays to the Father (many times in the gospels) and that the
Father honors the son, for example in Matthew 17.5: He was still speaking when, behold,
a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my beloved
Son, with whom | am well pleased; listen to him.”

The Father is distinct from the Spirit and the two Persons interact.

This can also be seen from the times the Father sends the Spirit, and from the Spirit
knowing the mind of the Lord in depth.



We can also note that the Spirit prays to the Father, as in Romans 8:26 Likewise the
Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the
Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. 27 And he who
searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the
saints according to the will of God.

The Spirit is distinct from the Son and the two Persons interact.

The Son sends the Spirit from the Father (once the Son ascended to heaven) and the Spirit
bears witness to the Son: But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the
Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me.
(Jn 15:26).

The Spirit glorifies the Son: He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare
it to you. 15 All that the Father has is mine; therefore | said that he will take what is mine
and declare it to you. (Jn 16:14-15).

Speaking against the Son is different from speaking against the Spirit: And whoever
speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but whoever speaks against the
Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come. (Mt 12:32).
They are co-workers in making us right with God: But you were cleansed; you were
made holy; you were made right with God by calling on the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ and by the Spirit of our God. (1 Co 6:11) and God planned long ago to choose
you by making you his holy people, which is the Spirit’s work. God wanted you to obey
him and to be made clean by the blood of the death of Jesus Christ. (1 Pe 1:2)

The Son gave His life as a sacrifice to God through the Spirit: Just think how much more
the blood of Christ will purify our consciences from sinful deeds so that we can worship
the living God. For by the power of the eternal Spirit, Christ offered himself to God as a
perfect sacrifice for our sins. (Heb 9:14).

Now, if all we had were these verses about distinction and interaction, we might be tempted to say that

there were 3 Gods—but we cannot. The bible clearly teaches that there is only One God, but the three

divine Agents within this God are joined together, inseparable, and are even inside one another (eg, the

Son is in the Father and the Father is in the Son). And since they are part of the one God, everything God

does involves all three persons working together.

But this unity is still so complete that the Bible even uses some of their names interchangeably within

the same passage.

Consider these examples:

The Holy Spirit is called the Spirit of the Father (this should be obvious)

Beware of men, for they will deliver you over to courts and flog you in their synagogues, 18 and
you will be dragged before governors and kings for my sake, to bear witness before them and
the Gentiles. 19 When they deliver you over, do not be anxious how you are to speak or what you



are to say, for what you are to say will be given to you in that hour. 20 For it is not you who
speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. (Mt 10:17-20).

Compared with:

And when they bring you before the synagogues and the rulers and the authorities, do not be
anxious about how you should defend yourself or what you should say, 12 for the Holy Spirit will
teach you in that very hour what you ought to say.” (Lk 12:11-12).

But the Holy Spirit or Spirit of God is also called the Spirit of the Son, Spirit of Jesus, and Spirit of Christ,
even in reference to the time before the birth of Jesus Christ:

Romans 8.9: You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit
of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ.

Gal 4.6: Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls
out, "Abba, Father."

Phil 1.19: for I know that through your prayers and the help given by the Spirit of Jesus Christ,
what has happened to me will turn out for my deliverance.

1 Peter 1.10: Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that was
to be yours searched and inquired carefully, 11 inquiring what person or time the Spirit of Christ
in them was indicating when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the subsequent glories. (1
Pe 1:10-11).

The Holy Spirit, the Son Christ Jesus, and God the Father are mentioned together in the same passages
as equals or co-workers:

And they (the Apostle Paul and companions) went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia,
having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia. 7 And when they had come
up to Mysia, they attempted to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them. 8 So,
passing by Mysia, they went down to Troas. 9 And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man
of Macedonia was standing there, urging him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help
us.” 10 And when Paul had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go on into Macedonia,
concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them. (Ac 16:6-10).

Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth.

19 Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 20 Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands | have
given you. And be sure of this: | am with you always, even to the end of the age.” (Mt 28:18-20;
notice how the Risen Jesus refers to the three Persons as having one singular name).



For by the power of the eternal Spirit, Christ offered himself to God as a perfect sacrifice for our
sins. (Heb 9:14).

For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit. (Letter to the Ephesians 2.18)

Jesus said that God the Father was living inside Him, and that His works upon the earth were actually the
works of the Father —and His apostles learned this truth from Him:

The words | speak are not my own, but my Father who lives in me does his work through me.
(Gospel of John 14:10).

For God in all his fullness was pleased to live in Christ, 20 and through him God reconciled
everything to himself... For in Christ lives all the fullness of God in a human body (Letter to the
Colossians 1:19-20 and 2:9).

God was in Christ, reconciling the world to Himself (Second Letter to the Corinthians 5.19)

To see Jesus in the Scriptures and to learn of His heart from how He works in our lives, is to see the
Father:

Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9 Jesus replied, “Have | been with
you all this time, Philip, and yet you still don’t know who | am? Anyone who has seen me has
seen the Father! So why are you asking me to show him to you? 10 Don’t you believe that | am in
the Father and the Father is in me? The words | speak are not my own, but my Father who lives
in me does his work through me. 11 Just believe that | am in the Father and the Father is in me.
(Jn 14:8-11).

And Jesus cried out and said, “Whoever believes in me, believes not in me but in him who sent
me. 45 And whoever sees me sees him who sent me. (Jn 12:44-45).

If you had known me, you would have known my Father also (Jn 14:7).

For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of
the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. (2 Co 4:6).

In these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things,
through whom also he created the world. 3 He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact
imprint of his nature... (Heb 1:2-3).

To glorify Christ is to glorify God the Father, and the Father—who will not share His glory with another
(Isaiah 48.11) seeks to glorify the divine Son. They are in union and inseparable—The Glory of God is the
Glory of Christ, and the Glory of Christ is the Glory of God:

My glory | will not give to another...my glory | give to no other (Isaiah 48.11; 42.8)



Jesus answered, “If | glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is my Father who glorifies me, of
whom you say, ‘He is our God.” (Jn 8:54).

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 It
was Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother
Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4 But when
Jesus heard it he said, “This illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so that the
Son of God may be glorified through it.” (Jn 11:1-4).

When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in him.
32 If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself, and glorify him at once. (Jn
13:31-32).

And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that | had with you before the
world existed. (Jn 17:5).

The Son of God —as a Person within the One Godhead—is said to do every action in creation that the
whole Godhead is also said to do. Compare these statements about the Creator and the creation:

Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His
judgments and unfathomable His ways! For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, OR
WHO BECAME HIS COUNSELOR? Or WHO HAS FIRST GIVEN TO HIM THAT IT MIGHT BE PAID
BACK TO HIM AGAIN? For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the
glory forever. Amen. (Ro 11:33-36). Notice that to God is attributed the FROM, the THROUGH,
and the TO of creation)

Therefore, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “an idol has no real existence,”
and that “there is no God but one.” 5 For although there may be so-called gods in heaven or on
earth—as indeed there are many “gods” and many “lords”— 6 yet for us there is one God, the
Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through
whom are all things and through whom we exist. (1 Co 8:4—6; Notice that to God the Father is
attributed the FROM and FOR, and to Christ is attributed the THROUGH of creation)

For by him (Christ) all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether
thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him.
(Col 1:16; Notice that to Christ is attributed the THROUGH and FOR of creation).

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 2 but in
these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through
whom also he created the world. (Heb 1:1-2; Notice that God created the world THROUGH
Christ).

One writer expressed this unity in this way:

“Instead, to affirm that that there is one God means that there is only one, unique, and



incomparable divine being, on a different plane of existence from everything that is not God. ...
Consider, now, the "three" in God. To say that there are three "Persons" in the Trinity excludes,
for instance, the option that there are twelve, the number of Olympians in the Greek pantheon.
It excludes also the option that there is only one. But it does not say that, instead of there being
either twelve or one distinct and separate individual essences in God, there are exactly three
such individual essences, for, in fact, there are no individual essences in God. Instead, to say
that there are three "Persons" in God means only that there are three eternal, inseparable,
and interpenetrating agencies; in each, the other two are present, and in each, the single
divine essence is present. Numbers don't work the same way with regard to God that they do
with regard to created realities. And if we try to make them work in the same way, we gravely
distort our conception of God. That's as true of "one" and it is of "three." And it's as true for
Muslims as it is for Christians.” [WR:AACR, 142]

And other in this way:

“The second way to think how the divine "Persons" are tied together is their mutual indwelling
or, in technical terminology, perichoresis. Again, as Augustine put it, "they are always in each
other" and never "alone." One divine "Person" is what it is, not simply in virtue of being
distinct from others, but in virtue of the presence of the other two "Persons" in it. The Father
and the Spirit are always "in" the Son; to be the "Son" is to be indwelled by the Father and the
Spirit.” [WR:AACR, 137]

This means that:

e When we ask the Father to meet some need of ours, the entire Godhead hears and will
answer.

e When we ask the Risen Son of God to help us with some human weakness, the entire
Godhead hears and will support us, and the Father is glorified when the Son answers the
prayer (Gospel of John 14.13-14: Whatever you ask in my name, this | will do, that the
Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask me anything in my name, | will do it).

e When we ask the Holy Spirit to teach us more about the treasures of Christ’s character—
as the image and revealer of the Father—the entire Godhead hears and will guide us.

e When we speak the name of God in worship or thanksgiving or witness, we are speaking
of the three wonderful divine Persons within the one and only God.

e When we speak of God as a “He” we are referring to the 3 Persons united into 1 Person—
God is not a ‘They’ but a ‘He’. There may be three “He” persons in God, but the
combination of the three is still one ‘He’—because each ‘He’ dwells within each other
‘He’ inside the Trinity.

There are distinctions between the Persons of the Godhead, but the closest we can come to a precise
theological statement might be one by the theologian Heppe:



"Accordingly the three persons are equal to each other (1) so far as each of them has the same
nature of God as each of the other two; (2) so far as each of them possesses the same divine
majesty as each of the other two, so that the Father holds no advantage over the other two
persons; and (3) so far as each of the three persons exists in the nature of each of the other two.
On the other hand the three persons are distinct in name; in the order of their being, in the
mode of their action, in their external effects; which indeed proceed from the entire Trinity, in
which nevertheless the separate persons are active in a different way; and finally in the special
attributes which belong to each person."

But there is so much in even this statement that is unclear...

This is a God boundless in depth, infinite in robustness, filled with love and purity, and eager to reach
into our lives with forgiveness, intimacy, new life, joy, and help for the present and the future.

This is a God who revealed Himself as this complex being. He is a composite unity, filled with richness
and abundance and love between the individuals within the divine nature. He is a relative unity, and not
an absolute unity. He did not reveal to us HOW He could contain three persons and still be only One
God, and we probably would not understand Him if He tried to explain it. But He did reveal it to us in His
scriptures, and it is clear enough in those words to know that it is true.

We know that it is true, but not how it can be true. But this is not just a problem with the Trinity—it
applies to many, many truths about God.

e We know that God exists, but we do not know how He can exist

e We know that God can have relationships with creatures in time, but we do not know
how an eternal God can have such.

e We know that God can feel anger or delight or pride or compassion, but we do not know
how He could experience the change that seems to accompany emotions.

e We know that God can know His own future actions in time, but we do not know how He
could know these and still be free.

e We know that God has no cause for His existence, but we do not know how this could
even be possible.

God does not explain everything to us—but He expects us to listen, accept, and live by what He has
revealed:

There are some things the LORD our God has kept secret, but there are some things he has let us
know. These things belong to us and our children forever... (Dt 29:29).



