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Now, when we turn to the Christian’s affirmation that “Christ 1s
the Son of God”, we are faced with the same basic challenges:

P

5.

We say it only because God in the Scriptures says it

We know what it does NOT mean

We do NOT know ‘how’ it can be the case

We can only suggest analogies—but we cannot ‘depend’ on them because they all
‘break’ at some point.

We submit to it—because the truth comes from God alone.

Let’s look at each of these:

One: We say it only because God in the Scriptures says it.

God speaks this from heaven:

Matt 3:16: As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that
moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove
and lighting on him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, *"This is my Son, whom |
love; with him I am well pleased." [Notice in this passage that the Father calls him
"My Son" and indicates that He is 'pleased' with Jesus--even BEFORE His
ministry begins.]

Matt 17.5: While he was still speaking, a bright cloud enveloped them, and a
voice from the cloud said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well
pleased. Listen to him!"*--Note: The Father speaks again, recognizing Jesus as
His Son--beloved, well-pleasing, and worthy of attention, toward the end of His
earthly ministry.

God reveals this truth to Jesus’ followers:

“Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, He was asking His
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”” And they said, “Some
say John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; but still others, Jeremiah, or one of the
prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that | am?”” Simon Peter
answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”” And Jesus said to
him, “Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal
this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.” [Gospel of Matthew 16:13ff.
Notice that Jesus referred to Himself as the ‘Son of Man’, but that God the Father
had revealed to Peter—directly without a human intermediary—that Jesus was
‘Son of the living God’.

Jesus—in His humility—almost always referred to Himself with the more lowly title “the
Son of Man” (even when describing His exalted roles in the future), but never referred to



anyone but God as His “Father”. He always confirmed that He was submitted to the will
of God, always doing what pleased Him, but always acted as if He and the Father were
uniquely ‘connected’ or ‘one’ in a special sense.

Mt 11.27: No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the
Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.--Notice:
Jesus claims to be the ONLY person who knows the Father! And to be the only
distributor of that knowledge! This is a claim to unique Sonship and relationship
to God if there ever was one.

Jn 14.9: Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us
the Father'? 10 Don't you believe that | am in the Father, and that the Father is in
me? The words | say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in
me, who is doing his work. 11 Believe me when | say that | am in the Father and
the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles
themselves.--These are statements of extreme unity--they boggle the mind in the
metaphysics, of course, but their import as to the indentity/unity/shared-life are
quite clear.

Jn 5.17ff: Jesus said to them, "My Father is always at his work to this very day,
and I, too, am working." 18 For this reason the Jews tried all the harder to kill
him; not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own
Father, making himself equal with God. 19 Jesus gave them this answer: "I tell
you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his
Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. 20 For the
Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. Yes, to your amazement he will
show him even greater things than these. 21 For just as the Father raises the dead
and gives them life, even so the Son gives life to whom he is pleased to give it. 22
Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son,
23 that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father. He who does not
honor the Son does not honor the Father, who sent him.

Jn 6.38: For | have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of
him who sent me

Jn 6.46: No one has seen the Father except the one who is from God; only he
has seen the Father.--This is an unusually strong statement. No one has seen the
invisible Father, except the Son who is 'from God'. A very strong claim to
uniqueness, exclusivity, and intimacy with the Father.

Jn 8.38: | am telling you what I have seen in the Father's presence,--Notice:
Jesus actually claims to have SEEN the Father, not just to have HEARD the
Father.

Jn 10.30-39: | and the Father are one.” 31 Again the Jews picked up stones to
stone him, 32 but Jesus said to them, "I have shown you many great miracles from



the Father. For which of these do you stone me?" 33 "We are not stoning you for
any of these,"” replied the Jews, "but for blasphemy, because you, a mere man,
claim to be God." 34 Jesus answered them, "Is it not written in your Law, 'l have
said you are gods'? 35 If he called them 'gods,’ to whom the word of God came --
and the Scripture cannot be broken -- 36 what about the one whom the Father set
apart as his very own and sent into the world? Why then do you accuse me of
blasphemy because I said, 'l am God's Son'? 37 Do not believe me unless | do
what my Father does. 38 But if | do it, even though you do not believe me, believe
the miracles, that you may know and understand that the Father is in me, and |
in the Father.” 39 Again they tried to seize him, but he escaped their grasp. [This
passage is so very clear as to the intent and content of Jesus' claims--they were
explicitly claims to being a “part of God” and “united with the Father”! His
affirmation of unity (30) is understood immediately as being a claim to deity (33).
Jesus defends his affirmation with a technical argument in Rabbinic style ("qal
wahomer": BEAP:69). The general argument type is like this: "If it is okay to use
the term X in a limited sense on Y, then it is certainly okay to use it in an
expanded sense on a Z that is so much more than Y". In this passage, He thus
argues that if it was okay in the Psalms to call the Israelite leaders 'elohim'’
(lowercase ‘gods’) once, then it was CERTAINLY appropriate to call the pre-
existent One, special of the Father, perfect image of the Father's character and
actions, "GOD". And, once again, they understood that claim to REAL union with
God the Father, and tried to seize him! His claims were quite clear in those days--
He was claiming to somehow HE was in the Father, and the Father was in him—
union of being, but with multiple ‘persons’.]

Jn 11.4: When he heard this, Jesus said, "This sickness will not end in death. No,
it is for God's glory so that God's Son may be glorified through it."--Notice, this
event couples "Gods glory" with the "glorification of God's SON"! The two are
somehow identical.

Jn 20.17: Go instead to my brothers and tell them, 'l am returning to my Father
and your Father, to my God and your God."'--This is one of the strangest
passages in scripture, with an odd construction. Why does Jesus differentiate
between HIS sonship and the sonship of His followers? Probably since His
Sonship is totally unique. Craig (RF:245) points out "And notice that although
Jesus may have taught his disciples to pray to God as 'Abba,' he never joined
them in praying 'Our Father...' On the contrary, he always referred to God as
'My Father'. This distinction leads to an odd circumlocution like John
20.12...Jesus prayer life thus shows that he thought of himself as God's Son in a
unique sense that set him apart from the rest of the disciples."

| ascend to my Father” That was what He had said often before (in effect); but
now He adds ‘and your Father’. His Father was their Father too, although there
was a difference in the relation (see on 2:16, below); and of this He would
remind them now. Observe He does not say “Our Father.”



“And my God”. So He said “My God” on the Cross (Mk. 15:34); cf. Rev. 3:2. He
is still Man, and so Paul repeatedly has the expression “the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom. 15:6, etc.). And His God is the God also of His
disciples — the only God. [Bernard, J. H. (1929). A critical and exegetical
commentary on the Gospel according to St. John. Paged continuously. (A. H.
McNeile, Ed.) (2:671). New York: C. Scribner' Sons.]

He showed this difference in John 2.16:

“According to Jn., Jesus seems to object to the traffic in itself, honest or
dishonest, as secular business that ought not to be transacted in a sacred place:
“Make not my Father’s house a house of merchandise” (but see above, at p. 87).
The remarkable phrase “my Father”—not “our Father”—is not found in Mk.,
but it occurs 4 times in LK., 16 times in Mt., and 27 times in Jn. We have thus
the authority of Mt. and Lk., as well as that of Jn., for regarding it as a phrase
which Jesus used habitually. It indicates a peculiar relationship between Him
and God, the Father of all, which is not shared by the sons of men (cf. Jn.
20:17).

[Bernard, J. H. (1929). A critical and exegetical commentary on the Gospel
according to St. John. Paged continuously. (A. H. McNeile, Ed.) (1:91). New
York: C. Scribner' Sons.]

Although He did not often call Himself “Son of God” or even “Messiah”, He always
affirmed it when someone else did so. He never rebuked them for this, and even
confirmed their statements as truth:

Matt 26.63ff: The high priest said to him, "'l charge you under oath by the living
God: Tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God." 64 "Yes, it is as you say,"
Jesus replied. "But I say to all of you: In the future you will see the Son of Man
sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven."
65 Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, "He has spoken blasphemy!
Why do we need any more witnesses? Look, now you have heard the blasphemy.
66 What do you think?" "He is worthy of death,"” they answered.” [Notice how
clear this is: Jesus calls Himself the ‘Son of Man’, but agrees with His enemy that
He is indeed ‘The Son of the Living God’. And the enemies understand that this is
not the same kind of innocent ‘sonship’ that Christians describe of themselves. 1
call God my Father, and I accept that He accepts me and treats me as a ‘son’, but
my personal claim that “God is my Heavenly Father’ would not have gotten ME
killed at that trial'—they knew the difference between my ‘sonship’ and Jesus’
“SONship”]

John 1.26-30,34: "I baptize with water,” John replied, "but among you stands one
you do not know. 27 He is the one who comes after me, the thongs of whose
sandals | am not worthy to untie." 28 This all happened at Bethany on the other
side of the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 29 The next day John saw Jesus



coming toward him and said, **Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin
of the world! 30 This is the one | meant when | said, "A man who comes after me
has surpassed me because he was before me."... | have seen and | testify that this
is the Son of God."

Jn 17.5: And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with
you before the world began

Even the demons/jinn knew His status as unique Son—but He would not let them exalt
Him, before He had finished the work the Father had sent Him to do on Earth in human
form:

Matt 8.28-29: When he arrived at the other side in the region of the Gadarenes,
two demon-possessed men coming from the tombs met him. They were so violent
that no one could pass that way. 29 "What do you want with us, Son of God?"
they shouted. "Have you come here to torture us before the appointed time?"

Mark 3.11-12: Whenever the evil spirits saw him, they fell down before him and
cried out, ""You are the Son of God."" 12 But he gave them strict orders not to
tell who he was.

These passages are from the time in which Jesus walked on earth. We could fill pages
and pages with similar statements from other books of the New Testament, written by His
followers.

I should also mention that there are many, many passages in which Jesus is spoken of as
God’s Son in the human-ruler type of fashion (like David and Solomon and other kings in
ancient Israel were called ‘sons of God’. On the day they were proclaimed kings over the
nation, they were said to have been ‘begotten’ (i.e. adopted) of God—as an earthly prince
might be made a ruler of a small state, by his king father. )

But the passages above are too strong for this rather innocent (and traditional) sense.
They were understood by His contemporaries to be blasphemous statements, and claims
of some kind of equal-but-submissive relationship to/with/within God the Father. To be
honest with the New Testament (the same one that was present in the Prophet’s day
and time) is to admit that it uniformly bears witness to this exalted and above-
human/above-angelic sonship of Jesus to God the Father.

And this brings us to point Two...

Two: We know what it does NOT mean



We know that these ascriptions of ‘divine Sonship’ by Jesus and his earliest disciples do
NOT mean God took a wife who had a baby, or that God somehow ‘turned a man into a
god’ (an impossibility—God is not created or made!).

We know that these particular scriptures do not talk about ‘normal’ and ‘weaker’ forms
of sonship—that of a ruler (e.g. David, elders of ancient Israel), or of a trusted servant
(e.g. the angels who witnessed the creation of the world by God), or of a covenant partner
(like ancient Israel was called the ‘son’ of God in the Tawrat).

Of course, this agrees with the Qur’an—God has no ‘offspring’. We have noted this
already, but let me restate/requote it here—Christians agree with the Qur’anic rebuttals of
divine ‘procreation’(!):

“Another Christian concept that the Koran criticizes vehemently is that Jesus
should be God's son. The verse just cited that negates "three" continues by saying,
"Glory be to Him-that He should have a son!" (4:171). Elsewhere the Koran says,
""How should He have a son, seeing that He has no female companion, and He
created all things, and He has knowledge of everything?" (6:101). ... Koranic
usage and the general Muslim understanding make clear that by son,
Muslims understand not a symbol or a metaphor, but a physical son, born of
a mother, God's supposed female companion. It may be that some Christians
have thought that God has taken a wife, or that he somehow impregnated the
Virgin Mary, giving birth to his son. But no Christian theologian has ever
imagined such a thing. For Christians, Jesus’ sonship is a reality, but it
cannot be taken in a physical sense.” [WR:VI, 171]

And so we are ‘stuck with’ point number Three...

Three: We do NOT know ‘how’ it can be the case

Just as the Muslim theologian cannot say ‘how’ Allah can sit on a throne, and cannot say
‘how’ there can be an eternal Word which is separate-from-but-identical-with Allah, and
cannot say ‘how’ the word ‘merciful” applies to an Allah who cannot be compared with
humans who are ‘merciful’, so the Christian cannot say ‘how’ there can be ONLY ONE
GOD, but TWO “minds”(?) or “consciousnesses” which are ‘inside’(?) this ONE BEING
GOD.

And, just as the Muslim theologian has to still STATE and AFFIRM what they cannot
explain (because they are submissive to the Qur’an), so too the Christian has to still
STATE and AFFIRM what they cannot explain (because they are submissive to the
Scriptures—the same Scriptures which the Qur’an is said repeatedly to be a
confirmation of).



So, to be perfectly honest, we humans are not able to really explain the ‘how’ of God, nor
of how God relates to the created world (including the created human body of Jesus).

We simply are required to affirm that the One Unique God is greater than all created
beings, in that He contains more than ‘just’ one Mind. Created beings are somewhat
unitary—we have one body and one mind—but the Divine Being cannot be compared to
that, or constrained to that simple of a model. He is more complex than we, more
robust than we, more ‘rich inside’ than we. He somehow incorporates a Father and a
Son ‘within’ a SINGLE BEING.

We do not know HOW this can be the case, but — as we have noted repeatedly already --
it is not radically different from the Muslim theologian’s challenge with ‘two eternals’:
an eternal Allah and an eternal Qur’an. The Muslim theologian must state: there is only
ONE ‘eternal’, but this ONE eternal ‘contains’ two separate-but-identical (see the
paradox problem here?) ‘somethings’—Allah and His Word/Qur’an.

We both ‘run out of words’ and ‘run out of understanding’ in these cases—for God is
beyond us, yet He still discloses truth to us in human words in Scripture.

I wish I could explain it — and I wish I understood it myself! — but we humans are ‘stuck

here’, no matter where we stand. But the Christian no more understands the ‘how’ of the

divine Sonship of the mind of Christ, than a Muslim theologian understands the ‘how’ of
the eternity of the Qur’an.

But we should remember that we are not ‘in the dark’ here—we are not guessing at this,
for we hold that God Himself has revealed these words and these statements and these
‘images’ to us. We have to affirm them, and they DO MEAN SOMETHING, but we
cannot be very precise about the ‘how’.

Which leads us to the ways we try to understand (vaguely, dimly, in outline) these
revealed words.

Four: We can only suggest analogies—but we cannot ‘depend’ on them because they
all “break’ at some point.

Historically, Christian theologians have generally tried to understand this plurality-in-
oneness through analogies and philosophical terms. I personally do not think they
achieved much more than what the Injil/New Testament states in the more general terms.

I do not presume to know more than those before me, but I do have peace and a clear
conscience before God in my heart for one ‘analogy’ or ‘perspective’ on this, suggested
by the words of Jesus Himself.



For me, when Jesus made the statement that “He who has seen me, has seen the Father”,
this was a key to understanding more of the ‘what’—but not the “how’—of the unique
Son/Father relationship described in Scripture.

Here’s how I see this... in a couple of parts:

Have you ever noticed how you can see the ‘parents’ in the face of their child? We often
comment that a kid has his father’s eyes, but his mother’s nose? Or the height of the
mom, and the feet of the dad? And so on... We even use the expression ‘I can see your
dad in your chin line’ or ‘I can see your mom’s eyes in you’...

We obviously do not mean that the mother’s actual eyes were removed from her and put
into the son, but we also don’t mean that the eyes of the son are ‘accidentally like’ those
of his mother. We know that the form of the eyes of the mother are somehow present in
the eyes of the son.

Of course, in modern times we know the ‘how’ of that relationship: the genes/DNA. The
‘information’ in the mother’s genetic material/ DNA is ‘shared’(?) with the genetic
material/DNA of the son. The material itself is physically separate (i.e., their bodies are
physically separated in space), but the information content of the genes is ‘identical’ (or
‘shared’ between the two bodies).

[An analogy from Muslim theology might help with this image. In Muslim theology, two
physical copies of the Qur’an are physically separate, but the information content of them
is identical (or ‘shared’ between the two copies). Or—even more complex—the content
of the heavenly eternal Qur’an is said to be ‘in between the covers’ of every physical
copy of the Qur’an on earth, but still also up in heaven.]

In this sense, the mother ‘is present inside’ the son (in the sense of the shared DNA),
even though they are physically separate.

Next part: In this same sense, though, the son is already “present in” the parents (since all
of the DNA comes from the pair). Hypothetically, if humans were like some asexual life
forms, fathers (for example) could create identical ‘sons’ from their single set of genes, or
mothers could create daughters identical to them — through their single set of genes. And
if these sons/daughters—identical in ‘information content’ to their father/mother—Ilived
INSIDE the body of the parent (and was not ‘born’ later into a separate body), it would
look like a single being (body, in this case), with two minds (father and son), who looked
identical. To ‘see’ the facial expressions and ‘hear’ the speech of one, would be to ‘see’
and ‘hear’ the other one TOO.

[We actually even experience this with fathers/sons—we can ‘hear’ the father’s voice in
the son’s telling of a story, for example.]



If an adult father and an adult son somehow ‘shared’ the same body, then they could
meaningfully talk about each other—as if they were separate persons—without denying
that they were the same organism.

It is a complex image—but not unimaginable—but we might expect an Exalted God to be
more complex and more robust and more complicated that we simple beings of clay.

Next part: In fact, the human race can also be seen as ‘one being’ with ‘many
personalities’. Since we all were somehow present in some initial set of parents (both
Muslim and Christian tradition holds to one original human as the progenitor of the entire
race), in an ‘information’ sense we ALL were ‘present’ in Adam—in some sense. We
were not ‘merely potentially’ in Adam (as ‘potential combinations of chromosomes’), but
we were somehow contained in him. Through time, we ‘left his body’, but we---
importantly—shared the exact same human nature. We all ‘share’ the same human
nature (not numerically, but informationally—or in essence), but we are different
minds/souls.

So, we can get some idea from this natural analogy of what it means that “to see Christ is
to see the Father” and vice versa.

We are limited by space, however, in our case, so human fathers and sons have to have
‘different spaces’ (i.e., different bodies), but we can theoretically imagine a father-mind
and a son-mind sharing the same body/essence, speaking and acting in complete unity.

But space is not our only problem—so is time.

The big problem with this analogy, of course, is that some ‘act of begetting’ (of the father
begetting a son) had to occur. This is an event, which implies time (for us), and therefore
has a ‘before’, a ‘during, and an ‘after’. And this ‘event’ aspect of the analogy violates
our Second Point above—that we know what sonship CANNOT mean. We know that
God the Father cannot ‘beget’ (within His being) as an act because it violates our
understanding of His eternity and changelessness. In other words, there would have to be
a ‘before the begetting’ and an ‘after the begetting’—and most theologians of Christian
or Muslim persuasions would deny that God could ‘change within His being’ like this.

But again, the Christian theologian has the same problem of God’s relationship to
time/space as the Muslim theologian. “When” did Allah speak the Mother of the Book
(the heavenly Qur’an)? The prevailing theological position (of the Asherites) is that He
has always been speaking it, is speaking it now, and will always be speaking it—it is an
‘eternal speaking’, and identical with His timelessness—no sequence, so historical
flow/order, no ‘before/after’.

And that is exactly the approach the Christian theologians have had to take, too—in other
to understand some kind of ‘eternal begetting’! When the creeds call Christ (not his body,
of course) ‘eternally begotten, not made’, then they are making the same kind of
statement as the historical Muslim theologian: “eternally spoken, not created”. It is the



same kind of challenge, with the same limitations on ‘how’ and precision, but still a
meaningful thing to say. It can be affirmed, it can be understood ‘somewhat’ (i.e.. I can
conceive of an act that only has a ‘during’, and not a ‘before’ and ‘after’—for example,
God knowing His own mind is an ‘eternal act” without beginning or end), and it can be
submitted to, but it cannot pressed for much more detail.

It is NOT ‘merely’ a figure or analogy, but something ‘real’ and ‘true’—although we
cannot affirm the ‘how’.

There are two more comments I want to make about this analogy.

The first has to do with the ‘complexity’ of ascribing multiple “minds” to the One Being
God. Back in the early days of Muslim-Christian theological debates, the Muslim
theologian would argue that the notion was ‘nonsense’ and contradictory. Because the
Christian theologian could not explain the ‘how’, nor explain how a single unitary Being
could ‘contain’ multiple persons—contrary to everything we know about ‘beings’ and
‘persons’—the Muslim theologian could dismiss the Christian position.

But the door swings both ways... The Muslim theologian (in internal debates with other
Muslim theologians) affirmed—and this became the official position—that God is
‘without comparison’ (tanzih).

“Tanzih means literally "to declare something pure and free of something else." It
is to assert that God is pure and free of all the defects and imperfections of the
creatures. In the perspective of tanzih, God is so holy and pure that he cannot be
compared to any created thing, including concepts, since all our ideas are
created. The Koranic verse that expresses tanzih most clearly is "Nothing is like
Him" (42:11). [WR:VI, 71]

So, Christian theologians in the early debates could use this principle to argue FOR this
‘odd concept’ of multiple minds/persons inside the ONE God.

For example, here’s a paragraph from Abt Ra’ilJah al-Takritt (c. 775-835 AD):

“When a religion finds that it describes God by the attribute "nothing is like
Him", then it [truly] worships of Him and knows Him. And if a religion discovers
it describes God with anthropomorphism and comparison with creatures, then
ignorance of Him is its perpetual goal. Each of those professing the unity of
God, with the exception of the Christians, do not hesitate to describe Him as
one, single, and numberable. ... 30 What do you say about one human being,
and one king? Is not each one of them a single [individual] ? Which comparison is
more important than what you describe? As for the Christians, they reject any
comparison [of creatures] and likeness with [God] when they describe Him as
three hypostaseis (persons/minds) and one ousia (being/entity). .. . But when it is
found that He is three hypostaseis and one ousia, then His description is
above every comparison and likeness [with creatures], because it is not



possible that a single ousia [having] three hypostaseis, which is identical in all
of its essences, exists in creation. [WR:DTPT,1971f]

See how the ‘oddness’ of the concept of multiple minds in the ONE GOD could be used
to show the incomparable greatness of God?

Secondly, I do have a ‘small’ concept of multiplicity-in-unity, which I experience on a
daily basis. My own inner spiritual life seems to be ‘plural’ itself. When I am tempted to
so something evil, I experience a ‘tug of war’ in my will between my conscience (a voice
telling me to resist the temptation) and my ‘selfishness’ (a voice telling me to not resist
the temptation). It is like there are two or three different persons/minds inside my one
head!

Likewise, when I have an opportunity to do good, my conscience (inner voice) urges me
onward, while the selfish-voice points out that it will cost me something, make me tired,
be a bother, etc. It’s like there are a couple of different ‘minds’ inside my one head.

I don’t think I am multiple persons—in the full sense, of course—but I can see how, in an
exalted BEING, these ‘voices’ could be real ‘persons’—although they would be in
agreement about the good, of course.

But this means that I can basically have a notion (however imprecise and however
unexplained) how the One God could be both a Father and a Son ‘inside’.

And even though [ am using an ‘analogy’, I am NOT affirming that God is ‘like the
creature’(!)—no more than a Muslim theologian is affirming that God is ‘like the
creature’ when he calls Allah a Ruler, a Judge, a Teacher, etc. All of the images are
partially true (because God uses them) and partially false (because God is somehow
‘different’ from the other objects we describe with these images/analogies).

And finally...

Five: We submit to it—because the truth comes from God alone.

For the Christian, we can go no further—we submit to it because God in the Scriptures
explicitly said it.

I can have a notion of what it means—based on these few analogies—but I cannot
explain the ‘how’.

I am like the ancient Muslim theologians, when they were wrestling with how a unitary,
single Being God could have ‘multiple attributes’—and still be tawhid.



“Ashl[]arites, for their part, while recognizing the entire reality of the
attributes, since the Kur’an informs us of them, yet affirmed that this reality
can in no way compromise the perfect divine Unity. Simultaneously opposing
Mu! Jtazilites and falasifa, and following al-Ghazzali, they later arrived at this
approximation: ‘the attributes subsist in the divine essence; they are not God and
are nothing other than He’” [EI]

See? They simply ‘affirmed it’—that multiple attributes ‘inside’ God, did not
compromise tawhid/unity. And they end with a paradoxical statement: they are neither
God nor not-God!!!

The Christian is “forced by the revealed Word of God” to the same place: We affirm the
plurality of minds in the perfect divine unity...

And the Qur’an, by the way, does not really speak to the Christian notion per se:

“When the Koran criticizes the followers of other religions, it is criticizing a
perceived distortion of tawhid. In doing so, it has recourse to versions of Christian
and Jewish teachings to which the followers of those religions do not necessarily
subscribe.

“To take a simple example, it is commonly said that the Koran rejects the
Christian concept of the Trinity. Inasmuch as the Trinity is understood as
negating tawhid, this is true. But not all Christians think that the Trinity
negates tawhid. Quite the contrary, most formulations of the Trinitarian
doctrine are careful to preserve God's unity. If "three-ness" takes precedence
over oneness, then the Koranic criticisms apply. But among Christians, the exact
nature of the relationship between the three and the one is a point of recurring
debate. One of the actual Koranic verses that are taken as negating the Trinity
says, 'Those who say, 'God is the third of three' have become truth-concealers"
(5:73). Even an elementary knowledge of any Christian catechism tells us
that God is not ""the third of three." Rather, God is one and three at the same
time. Inasmuch as he is three, he presents himself to his creatures as three persons
-Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

“Another Koranic verse says something similar, but now we have this first verse
to help us understand what is being criticized:

The Messiah, Jesus son of Mary, was only the Messenger of God, and His
Word that He committed to Mary, and a Spirit from Him. So have faith in
God and His messengers, and do not say, "Three." Refrain; better it is for
you. God is only One God. (4:171)

Notice that this passage gives Jesus an extremely exalted position and recognizes
that he has qualities possessed by no other prophet. However, it stresses once
again that there is but a single God. If faith in Jesus leads to the affirmation of



three gods, then the Koran rejects that. But again, the actual Christian position is
highly subtle, and few if any Christians would hold that they have faith in
other than a single God.” [WR:VI, 170]

And—in all honesty and humility—we Christians are going to have the same problem
with what is called the ‘Incarnation’ (i.e. the Son of God ‘attaching itself’--?—to a
human body in history). We are going to have the SAME terminology/precision problems
trying to ‘describe’ how an eternal divine Person can be ‘embedded’ in a human body,
that a Muslim theologian will have trying to ‘describe’ how an eternal divine Qur’an is
‘embedded’ in every physical copy on earth... We—Ilike the Muslim—affirm that the
One God is all-powerful, and He—should He will it so—can do any of these things,
without us being able to understand the ‘how’ but with us being required to
believe/affirm it!

We must let God be God(!), and not allow our logic or reasoning to persuade us to resist
His explicit statements.

Conclusion.

So, I don’t claim to understand the ‘how’, but you should see that that alone is not a fair
reason to dismiss this belief.

And I don’t understand all the practical implications of this on my spiritual life and
worship.

But one I do know and can see from this ‘odd’ doctrine, and that is that it shows the
incomparable Love and Mercy of God the Father, in sending His Son (Who willingly
came on this mission, because of their shared attribute of Love) to rescue us from our
sins. The eternal love between the Father and the Son is the basis for my confidence in
the mercy of God and my future with Him in peace/heaven.

Consider how the followers of Isa were almost ‘shocked’ by the lengths to which the love
of God would go, in reaching down to sinners such as us. God was not just merciful, but
He was aggressive in His love, coming to earth to provide redemption for those who had
spurned his Laws, His Love, and His Beloved Messengers over the ages:

What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against
us? He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he
not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? (Romans 8)

I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The
life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave
himself for me. (Galatians 2)



For if, when we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the
death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved
through his life! (Rom 5)

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his
Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.
(John 3.16fY)

Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. This is how God
showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we
might live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us
and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so
loved us, we also ought to love one another. (1 John)

3 For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful
nature, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin
offering. (Romans 8)

The Father loves the Son and has placed everything in his hands. (Jesus
speaking, Gospel of John)

There are many treasures to be found in getting to know God the Father and the Lord
Jesus, and their beautiful relationship of loving and honoring One Another. But that will
have to wait to a different time... I only wanted to try to point your heart toward an
understanding of Christ that was true to Scripture, honoring to the ONLY GOD, and
something what was not a disgraceful physical concept, but rather a lofty, pure, spiritual,
eternal relationship worthy--and possible--only by the Unique and Robust and Fullness
that is our God.

I hope this helps get you started on meditating through this important—and liberating—
theme...

Warmly, and in the love and walk with God with you, Glenn



