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Welcome!
This “A Five Stop Bus Tour of Reality” is adopted, modified, and translated from
Christian-thinktank.com website and represent the reflection of another simple traveler
on the spiritual path. Each article below has all three languages with in it, Urdu Punjabi,
English. May you find great blessing and help from these writings, as you make progress
on your own spiritual journey before our good-hearted God.
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""A Five Stop Bus Tour of Reality"" --

The Grandeur, Warmth, and Delight of the Christian Worldview
"When God is seen clearly, theology starts dancing..."

First Stop--God

A. God is Holy (i.e. different)
1. His existence (transcendence)

"But will God really dwell on earth? The heavens, even the highest
heaven, cannot contain you. How much less this temple | have built! (I
Kings 8.27)

This is what the LORD says: ""Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my
footstool. Where is the house you will build for me? Where will my resting
place be? Has not my hand made all these things, and so they came into
being?" declares the LORD. (Is 66.1)

Who is like the LORD our God, the One who sits enthroned on high, who
stoops down to look on the heavens and the earth? (Psalm 113.5-6)

His very TYPE of existence is different than that of His creation!
2. His integrity and reliability

He is the Rock, his works are perfect, and all his ways are just. A faithful
God who does no wrong, upright and just is he. (Deut 32.4)

the hope of eternal life, which God, who does not lie, promised before the
beginning of time (Titus 1.2)

God did this so that, by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible
for God to lie, we who have fled to take hold of the hope offered to us may
be greatly encouraged. (Heb 6.18)

"Why do you call me good?" Jesus answered. "*"No one is good -- except
God alone. (Mark 10.18)

"There is no one holy like the LORD; there is no one besides you; there is
no Rock like our God. (I Sam 2.2)



God is not a man, that he should lie, nor a son of man, that he should
change his mind. (Num 23.19)

And, by point of contrast--especially in the dependability category...

Give us aid against the enemy, for the help of man is worthless. (Ps
108.12)

Stop trusting in man, who has but a breath in his nostrils. Of what
account is he? (Is 2.21)

Do not put your trust in princes, in mortal men, who cannot save. When
their spirit departs, they return to the ground; on that very day their plans
come to nothing. Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob ,whose
hope is in the LORD his God, the Maker of heaven and earth, the sea, and
everything in them -- the LORD, who remains faithful forever. (Ps
146.3ff)

His omni-competence

Jesus looked at them and said, "With man this is impossible, but with God
all things are possible.” (Matt 19.26)

Going a little farther, he fell to the ground and prayed that if possible the
hour might pass from him. 36 "Abba, {Aramaic for Father} Father," he
said, ""everything is possible for you. Take this cup from me. Yet not what
I will, but what you will." (Mark 14.35ff)

Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and
she who was said to be barren is in her sixth month. For nothing is
impossible with God." (Luke 1.36)

Then the LORD said to Abraham, "Why did Sarah laugh and say, "Will |
really have a child, now that I am old?' Is anything too hard for the
LORD? I will return to you at the appointed time next year and Sarah will
have a son." (Gen 18.13)

Jonathan said to his young armor-bearer, "Come, let's go over to the
outpost of those uncircumcised fellows. Perhaps the LORD will act in our
behalf. Nothing can hinder the LORD from saving, whether by many or
by few." (1 Sam 14.6)

Then Job replied to the LORD: "I know that you can do all things; no
plan of yours can be thwarted. (Job 42:1)



"Ah, Sovereign LORD, you have made the heavens and the earth by your
great power and outstretched arm. Nothing is too hard for you. (Jer 32.7)

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or
imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, (Eph 3.20)

"Present your case,"” says the LORD. "Set forth your arguments,” says
Jacob's King. "Bring in your idols to tell us what is going to happen. Tell
us what the former things were, so that we may consider them and know
their final outcome. Or declare to us the things to come, tell us what the
future holds, so we may know that you are gods. Do something, whether
good or bad, so that we will be dismayed and filled with fear. But you are
less than nothing and your works are utterly worthless; (Is 41.21)

For God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. (I Jn 3.20)

Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, *Do you love me?"
He said, ""Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you." (John
21.17)

Before a word is on my tongue you know it completely, O LORD.(Ps
139.4)

Who then is like me? Let him proclaim it. Let him declare and lay out
before me what has happened since I established my ancient people, and
what is yet to come -- yes, let him foretell what will come. (Is 44.7)

The one thing | REALLY know about my future, is that God is already
there!

[And, by the way--"But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is
written: "Be holy, because | am holy."” (I Peter 1.15)]

B. God is 'personal’ (conscious)
1. He is aware/perceptive/responsive

From heaven the LORD looks down and sees all mankind; from his
dwelling place he watches all who live on earth -- he who forms the hearts
of all, who considers everything they do. (Psalm 33.13)

The righteous cry out, and the LORD hears them; he delivers them from
all their troubles. The LORD is close to the brokenhearted and saves those
who are crushed in spirit. (Psalm 34.17)

Then you call on the name of your god, and | will call on the name of the
LORD. The god who answers by fire -- he is God."” (I Kings 18.24)



To the LORD 1 cry aloud, and he answers me from his holy hill. (Ps 3.4)

He said to the king, "This is what the LORD says: "You have set free a
man | had determined should die. Therefore it is your life for his life, your
people for his people.™ (I Kings 20.42)

He thinks and knows
Yet | am poor and needy; may the Lord think of me. (Ps 40.17)

O LORD, what is man that you care for him, the son of man that you think
of him? Man is like a breath; his days are like a fleeting shadow.(Ps
144.3)

You understand, O LORD; remember me and care for me. Avenge me on
my persecutors. You are long-suffering -- do not take me away; think of
how | suffer reproach for your (Jer 15.15)

"Did not the LORD remember and think about the incense burned in the
towns of Judah and the streets of Jerusalem by you and your fathers, your
kings and your officials and the people of the land? (Jer 44.21)

For God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. (I John 3.2)
He plans, chooses, and makes commitments

But the plans of the LORD stand firm forever, the purposes of his heart
through all generations. (Ps 33.11)

In his heart a man plans his course, but the LORD determines his steps.
(Prv 16.9)

"Now therefore say to the people of Judah and those living in Jerusalem,
“This is what the LORD says: Look! | am preparing a disaster for you and
devising a plan against you. So turn from your evil ways, each one of you,
and reform your ways and your actions.' But they will reply, "It's no use.
We will continue with our own plans; each of us will follow the
stubbornness of his evil heart.™" (Jer 18.11ff)

For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "*plans to
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.
Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and | will listen to
you. You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.
(Jer 29.11)



Surely the Sovereign LORD does nothing without revealing his plan to his
servants the prophets. (Amos 3.7)

But they do not know the thoughts of the LORD; they do not understand
his plan, he who gathers them like sheaves to the threshing floor. (Micah
4.12)

The LORD Almighty has sworn, "Surely, as | have planned, so it will be,
and as | have purposed, so it will stand. (Is 14.24)

For the LORD Almighty has purposed, and who can thwart him? His
hand is stretched out, and who can turn it back? (Is 14.27)

For while we are in this tent, we groan and are burdened, because we do
not wish to be unclothed but to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling, so
that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. Now it is God who has
made us for this very purpose and has given us the Spirit as a deposit,
guaranteeing what is to come. (2 Cor 5.4)

The LORD did not set his affection on you and choose you because you
were more numerous than other peoples, for you were the fewest of all
peoples. (Deut 7.7)

But you are to seek the place the LORD your God will choose from among
all your tribes to put his Name there for his dwelling. (Deut 12.5)

David said to Michal, "It was before the LORD, who chose me rather
than your father or anyone from his house when he appointed me ruler
over the LORD's people Israel -- | will celebrate before the LORD. (2 Sam
6.21)

But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God
chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. He chose the
lowly things of this world and the despised things -- and the things that are
not -- to nullify the things that are, so that no one may boast before him. (I
Cor 1.27ff)

Listen, my dear brothers: Has not God chosen those who are poor in the
eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he
promised those who love him? (Jas 2.5)

He 'emotes'’

And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, "The LORD, the LORD, the
compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and



faithfulness, maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness,
rebellion and sin. (Ex 34.6)

When the LORD heard them, he was very angry; his fire broke out against
Jacob and his wrath rose against Israel, for they did not believe in God or
trust in his deliverance. (Ps 78.21)

In a surge of anger I hid my face from you for a moment, but with
everlasting kindness | will have compassion on you," says the LORD your
Redeemer. (Is 54.8)

so that the LORD will turn from his fierce anger; he will show you mercy,
have compassion on you, and increase your numbers, as he promised on
oath to your forefathers, (Deut 13.17)

The LORD will judge his people and have compassion on his servants
when he sees their strength is gone and no one is left, slave or free. (Deut
32.36)

The LORD, the God of their fathers, sent word to them through his
messengers again and again, because he had pity on his people and on his
dwelling place. But they mocked God's messengers, despised his words
and scoffed at his prophets until the wrath of the LORD was aroused
against his people and there was no remedy. (2 Chrn 36.15)

And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love.
Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him. (I John 4.16)

As a bridegroom rejoices over his bride, so will your God rejoice over
you.(Is 62.5)

He interacts, dialogues, and discloses His heart to His confidants

I will praise the LORD, who counsels me; even at night my heart instructs
me. (Ps 16.7)

Yet | am always with you; you hold me by my right hand. You guide me
with your counsel, and afterward you will take me into glory. (Ps 73.23)

The LORD confides in those who fear him; he makes his covenant known
to them. (Ps 25.14)

Then the LORD said, "'Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to
do? Abraham will surely become a great and powerful nation, and all
nations on earth will be blessed through him. (Gen 18.17)



for the LORD detests a perverse man but takes the upright into his
confidence.(Prov 3.32)

He replied, "The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of heaven has
been given to you, but not to them. Whoever has will be given more, and
he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has will
be taken from (Mt 13.11ff)

Jesus answered, "My teaching is not my own. It comes from him who sent
me. If anyone chooses to do God's will, he will find out whether my
teaching comes from God or whether | speak on my own. (John 7.16f)

Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me.
He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and
show myself to him." (John 14.21)

All of us who are mature should take such a view of things. And if on some
point you think differently, that too God will make clear to you. (Philp
3.15)

[This is why we refer to it as a "personal relationship with the Living God" instead of
the social euphemistic "religious belief system™!]

C. God is a community of persons

1.

2.
3.

S

The 'trinity’ - Three persons in one (three centers of awareness and action;
three agents)

No need for creation -- God was not 'lonely'!

Love and commitment

"Father, | want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to
see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before
the creation of the world. (John 17.24)

Intimacy -- the unity of 'essence’ and interaction (pre-built!)
Individuals--they are still separate agents
= The Son prays to the Father

Going a little farther, he fell to the ground and prayed that if
possible the hour might pass from him. "Abba, {Aramaic for
Father} Father," he said, ""everything is possible for you. Take
this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you will." (Mark
14.35ff)

= The Spirit prays to the Father



In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not
know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes
for us with groans that words cannot express. And he who
searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the
Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God's will.
(Romans 8.26f)

= The Father and Son send the Spirit to the earth as an equal:

"And | will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor
to be with you forever -- the Spirit of truth. ...When the Counselor
comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth
who goes out from the Father, he will testify about me. (John
14.16; 15.26)

6. Still acts as a 'unit'--THE God of the Universe...(There can only be one
ultimate)

D. A portrait of God
1. His emotional life
a. He celebrates

Then Jesus told them this parable: "Suppose one of you has a
hundred sheep and loses one of them. Does he not leave the ninety-
nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds
it? And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders and
goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and
says, Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.' | tell you that
in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one
sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who
do not need to repent. "Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins
and loses one. Does she not light a lamp, sweep the house and
search carefully until she finds it? And when she finds it, she calls
her friends and neighbors together and says, "Rejoice with me; |
have found my lost coin." In the same way, | tell you, there is
rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner
who repents.” (luke 15.3ff)

as a bridegroom rejoices over his bride, so will your God rejoice
over you.(Is 62.5)

The LORD your God is with you, he is mighty to save. He will take
great delight in you, he will quiet you with his love, he will rejoice
over you with singing." (Zeph 3.17)



b. He grieves:

The LORD saw how great man's wickedness on the earth had
become, and that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was
only evil all the time. The LORD was grieved that he had made
man on the earth, and his heart was filled with pain. So the LORD
said, "I will wipe mankind, whom I have created, from the face of
the earth -- men and animals, and creatures that move along the
ground, and birds of the air -- for I am grieved that | have made
them.” (Gen 6.5-6)

Then the word of the LORD came to Samuel:1""1 am grieved that |
have made Saul king, because he has turned away from me and
has not carried out my instructions.” Samuel was troubled, and he
cried out to the LORD all that night. (I Sam 15.11)

When the angel stretched out his hand to destroy Jerusalem, the
LORD was grieved because of the calamity and said to the angel
who was afflicting the people, "Enough! Withdraw your hand."
The angel of the LORD was then at the threshing floor of Araunah
the Jebusite. (2 Sam 24.16)

How often they rebelled against him in the desert and grieved him
in the wasteland! (Ps 78.40)

Yet they rebelled and grieved his Holy Spirit. (Is 63.10)

“If you stay in this land, I will build you up and not tear you down;
I will plant you and not uproot you, for I am grieved over the
disaster | have inflicted on you. (Jer 42.10)

Then in the nations where they have been carried captive, those
who escape will remember me -- how | have been grieved by their
adulterous hearts, which have turned away from me, (Ezek 6.9)

And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were
sealed for the day of redemption. (Eph 4.30)

c. He gets frustrated with us:

Again and again they put God to the test; they vexed the Holy One
of Israel. (Ps 78.41)

All day long I have held out my hands to an obstinate people, who
walk in ways not good, pursuing their own imaginations -- a
people who continually provoke me to my very face, (Is 65.2)



"My people have committed two sins: They have forsaken me, the
spring of living water, and have dug their own cisterns, broken
cisterns that cannot hold water. (Jer 2.13)

Why spend money on what is not bread, and your labor on what
does not satisfy? Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and
your soul will delight in the richest of fare. Give ear and come to
me; hear me, that your soul may live. (Is 55.2ff)

I am the LORD your God, who brought you up out of Egypt. Open
wide your mouth and I will fill it. "But my people would not listen
to me; Israel would not submit to me. So | gave them over to their
stubborn hearts to follow their own devices.(Ps 81.10f)

Say to them, "As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, |
take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that they

turn from their ways and live. Turn! Turn from your evil ways!
Why will you die, O house of Israel?' (Ezek 33.11)

How long, O men, will you turn my glory into shame? How long
will you love delusions and seek false gods? (Ps 4.2)

"O unbelieving and perverse generation," Jesus replied, ""how
long shall | stay with you? How long shall I put up with you?
Bring the boy here to me." Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came
out of the boy, and he was healed from that moment. (Mt 17.17)

2. He isrighteous -- "always does what is right for the situation”
Justice (the opposite is injustice, not mercy)

Do not deprive the alien or the fatherless of justice, or take the
cloak of the widow as a pledge. Remember that you were slaves in
Egypt and the LORD your God redeemed you from there. That is
why | command you to do this. (Deut 24.17f)

He will judge the world in righteousness; he will govern the
peoples with justice. The LORD is a refuge for the oppressed, a
stronghold in times of trouble. (Ps 9.8f)

And the word of the LORD came again to Zechariah: "This is what
the LORD Almighty says: "Administer true justice; show mercy
and compassion to one another. Do not oppress the widow or the
fatherless, the alien or the poor. In your hearts do not think evil of
each other." (Zech 7.9)



a. Mercy (not getting what we deserve) [note: "Grace" is getting what
we DONT deserve!]

"You warned them to return to your law, but they became arrogant
and disobeyed your commands. They sinned against your
ordinances, by which a man will live if he obeys them. Stubbornly
they turned their backs on you, became stiff-necked and refused to
listen. For many years you were patient with them. By your Spirit
you admonished them through your prophets. Yet they paid no
attention, so you handed them over to the neighboring peoples.
But in your great mercy you did not put an end to them or
abandon them, for you are a gracious and merciful God. (neh
9.29ff)

Who is a God like you, who pardons sin and forgives the
transgression of the remnant of his inheritance? You do not stay
angry forever but delight to show mercy. You will again have
compassion on us; you will tread our sins underfoot and hurl all
our iniquities into the depths of the sea. You will be true to Jacab,
and show mercy to Abraham, as you pledged on oath to our
fathers in days long ago. (Micah 7.18ff)

b. The 'mix'

He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the
LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk
humbly with your God. (Micah 6.8)

The LORD will rise up as he did at Mount Perazim, he will rouse
himself as in the Valley of Gibeon -- to do his work, his strange
work, and perform his task, his alien task. (Is 28.21)

Though he brings grief, he will show compassion, so great is his
unfailing love. For he does not willingly bring affliction or grief
to the children of men. (Lam 3.32)

For I take no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the
Sovereign LORD. Repent and live! (Ezek 18.32)

The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand
slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but
everyone to come to repentance. (2 Peter 3.9)

3. What He delights in, seeks after, enjoys

The LORD loves righteousness and justice; (Ps 33.5)



For I desire mercy, not sacrifice, and acknowledgment of God rather than
burnt offerings. (Hos 6.6)

You do not stay angry forever but delight to show mercy. (Micah 7.18)

But let him who boasts boast about this: that he understands and knows
me, that I am the LORD, who exercises kindness, justice and righteousness
on earth, for in these | delight,"" declares the LORD. (Jer 9.24)

"I will rejoice in doing them good™ (Jer 32.41)

"He will take great delight in you, he will quiet you with his love, he will
rejoice over you with singing."* (Zeph 3.17; Ps 149.3f)

I was there when he set the heavens in place, when he marked out the
horizon on the face of the deep, when he established the clouds above and
fixed securely the fountains of the deep, when he gave the sea its boundary
so the waters would not overstep his command, and when he marked out
the foundations of the earth. Then | was the craftsman at his side. | was
filled with delight day after day, rejoicing always in his presence,
rejoicing in his whole world and delighting in mankind. (Prov 8.27ff -
"Wisdom™" as God's character)

Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will
worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers
the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit
and in truth.” (John 4.23f)

But Samuel replied: "Does the LORD delight in burnt offerings and
sacrifices as much as in obeying the voice of the LORD? (I Sam 15.22)

If the LORD delights in a man's way, he makes his steps firm; (Ps 37.23)

the LORD delights in those who fear him, who put their hope in his
unfailing love. (Ps 147.11)

The LORD abhors dishonest scales, but accurate weights are his
delight.(Prov 11.1 -- TRUTH)

The LORD detests lying lips, but he delights in men who are truthful.
(Prorv 12.22)

It is God's will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid
sexual immorality; (I Thess 4.3)



For it is God's will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk
of foolish men. (I Peter 2.15)

God loves a cheerful giver. (2 Cor 9.7)

And pre-eminently, His SON!! ("And a voice from heaven said, ""This is
my Son, whom | love; with him I am well pleased." ...Matt 3.17) and
those who appreciate His Son: "No, the Father himself loves you because
you have loved me and have believed that | came from God." (John 16.27)

. God, the hedonist-maker?

How priceless is your unfailing love! Both high and low among men find
refuge in the shadow of your wings. They feast on the abundance of your
house; you give them drink from your river of delights.(Ps 36.7)

Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and your soul will delight in the
richest of fare. (Is 55.2)

On this mountain the LORD Almighty will prepare a feast of rich food for
all peoples, a banquet of aged wine -- the best of meats and the finest of
wines. On this mountain he will destroy the shroud that enfolds all
peoples, the sheet that covers all nations; he will swallow up death
forever. The Sovereign LORD will wipe away the tears from all faces ;he
will remove the disgrace of his people from all the earth. The LORD has
spoken. In that day they will say, "Surely this is our God; we trusted in
him, and he saved us. This is the LORD, we trusted in him; let us rejoice
and be glad in his salvation."” (Is 25.6)

You have made known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy in
your presence, with eternal pleasures at your right hand. (Ps 16.11)

Already you have all you want! Already you have become rich! You
have become kings -- and that without us! How | wish that you really had
become kings so that we might be kings with you! (I Cor 4.8)

Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor
to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in
God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. (I Tim
6.17)

[But careful: we will talk about "lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of
God" (2 tim 3.4) on another stop.]



Second Stop--The Universe

A. Totally derivative and created out of nothing

By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God's command, so that
what is seen was not made out of what was visible. (Heb 11.3)

This is what God the LORD says -- he who created the heavens and stretched
them out, who spread out the earth and all that comes out of it, who gives breath
to its people, and life to those who walk on it: (Is 42.5)

But God made the earth by his power; he founded the world by his wisdom and
stretched out the heavens by his understanding. (Jer 10.12)

B. Created by deliberate acts of speech--spoken into existence:
"You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for
you created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being."

(Rev 4.11)

By the word of the LORD were the heavens made, their starry host by the breath
of his mouth. (Ps 33.6)

Implication: we can talk about it meaningfully and we can paraphrase it in
science!

C. Sustained by speaking -

The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his being,
sustaining all things by his powerful word. (Heb 1.3)

D. Trivial by comparison!
Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, or with the breadth of
his hand marked off the heavens? Who has held the dust of the earth in a basket,

or weighed the mountains on the scales and the hills in a balance? (Is 40.12)

Surely the nations are like a drop in a bucket; they are regarded as dust on the
scales; he weighs the islands as though they were fine dust. (Is 40.15)

(Implication: Sagan says ‘all that wasted space’; God looks at the dust in His hand
and says 'Huh?")

E. A delight to Him--a thing of beauty:



I was there when he set the heavens in place, when he marked out the horizon on
the face of the deep, when he established the clouds above and fixed securely the
fountains of the deep, when he gave the sea its boundary so the waters would not
overstep his command, and when he marked out the foundations of the earth.
Then | was the craftsman at his side. | was filled with delight day after day,
rejoicing always in his presence, rejoicing in his whole world and delighting in
mankind. (Prov 8.27ff)

God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. (Gen 1.31)

May the glory of the LORD endure forever; may the LORD rejoice in his works --
(Ps 104.31)

"Where were you when | laid the earth's foundation? Tell me, if you understand.
Who marked off its dimensions? Surely you know! Who stretched a measuring line
across it? On what were its footings set, or who laid its cornerstone -- while the
morning stars sang together and all the angels shouted for joy? (Job 38.4)

. It's a gift to the Son!

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by him all
things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether
thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for
him. (Col 1.15-16)

. Created for us to marvel at:

Great are the works of the LORD; they are pondered by all who delight in them.
(Ps 111.2)

He has caused his wonders to be remembered; (Ps 111.4)
I will meditate on all your works and consider all your mighty deeds. (Ps 77.12)
. "Orderly, but still Open™

"As long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and
winter, day and night will never cease.” (Gen 8.22)

This is what the LORD says, he who appoints the sun to shine by day, who
decrees the moon and stars to shine by night, who stirs up the sea so that its
waves roar —t he LORD Almighty is his name: ""Only if these decrees vanish
from my sight,"" declares the LORD, "will the descendants of Israel ever cease to
be a nation before me." (Jer 31.35)



The word of the LORD came to Jeremiah: "This is what the LORD says: "If you
can break my covenant with the day and my covenant with the night, so that day
and night no longer come at their appointed time, then my covenant with David
my servant -- and my covenant with the Levites who are priests ministering before
me -- can be broken and David will no longer have a descendant to reign on his
throne. (Jer 33.19)

This is what the LORD says: "If | have not established my covenant with day and
night and the fixed laws of heaven and earth, then I will reject the descendants of
Jacob and David my servant and will not choose one of his sons to rule over the
descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. For I will restore their fortunes and
have compassion on them.™ (Jer 33.25f)

He performs wonders that cannot be fathomed, miracles that cannot be counted.
(Job 9.10)

For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and
miracles to deceive even the elect -- if that were possible. (Mt 24.24)

When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the
whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the
miracles they had seen: (Luke 19.37)

Believe me when | say that | am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least
believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves. (Jn 14.11)

The Death of the Machine: In The Matter Myth, two distinguished physicists--
Paul Davies and John Gribbon-- describe a situation, first in a chapter called "The
Death of Materialism", and at the end of the book in an observation about Ryle's
‘ghost in the machine' :

"Quantum physics undermines materialism because it reveals that matter has far
less 'substance’ than we might believe." (p.14)

"Thus the rigid determinism of Newton's clockwork Universe evaporates, to be
replaced by a world in which the future is open..." (p. 15)

"There is no doubt that the Newtonian world view, with its doctrine of
materialism and the clockwork universe, has contributed immensely to the
advance of science...But there is equally no doubt that it has also contributed in
large part to alienating human beings from the Universe they inhabit...People feel
a sense of helplessness; they are merely ‘cogs' in a machine that will lumber on
regardless of their feelings and actions. Many people has rejected scientific values
because they regard materialism as a sterile and bleak philosophy, which reduces
human beings to automatons and leaves no room for free will and creativity.
These people can take heart: materialism is dead.” (p. 13)



J.

"Today, on the brink of the twenty-first century, we can see that Ryle was right to
dismiss the notion of the ghost in the machine--not because there is no ghost, but
because there is no machine.” (p.308)

His omni-presence: "where can | go from your Spirit?" (Ps 139)
Finite, temporary, and troubled...

"Finite but unbounded” - the example of uninterrupted walking around the earth
"Behold, I will create a new heavens and a new earth The former things will not
be remembered, nor will they come to mind. (Is 65.17)

That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the
elements will melt in the heat. But in keeping with his promise we are looking
forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness. (2 Peter
3.11-12)

Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first
earth had passed away (Rev 21.1)

""Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat of it all
the days of your life. It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat
the plants of the field. By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you
return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust
you will return.” (Gen 3.17ff)

The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed. For
the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of
the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be liberated from its
bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God
We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth
right up to the present time. Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits
of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the
redemption of our bodies . (Rom 8.19ff)

The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf
and the lion and the yearling together; and a little child will lead them. The cow
will feed with the bear, their young will lie down together, and the lion will eat
straw like the ox. The infant will play near the hole of the cobra, and the young
child put his hand into the viper's nest. They will neither harm nor destroy on all
my holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the
waters cover the sea. (Is 11.6ff)

Only part of it is visible to us (currently)



He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by him all
things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether
thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for
him. (Col 1.15f)

When the servant of the man of God got up and went out early the next morning,
an army with horses and chariots had surrounded the city. "Oh, my lord, what
shall we do?" the servant asked. "Don't be afraid,” the prophet answered. "Those
who are with us are more than those who are with them." And Elisha prayed, "O
LORD, open his eyes so he may see.” Then the LORD opened the servant's
eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all
around Elisha. (2 Kings 6.15ff)

As the enemy came down toward him, Elisha prayed to the LORD, "Strike these
people with blindness.” So he struck them with blindness, as Elisha had asked.
Elisha told them, "This is not the road and this is not the city. Follow me, and |
will lead you to the man you are looking for." And he led them to Samaria. After
they entered the city, Elisha said, "LORD, open the eyes of these men so they can
see." Then the LORD opened their eyes and they looked, and there they were,
inside Samaria. (2 Kings 6.20f)

Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been
made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we
shall see him as he is. (I John 3.2f)

Visions - "l will go on to visions and revelations from the Lord. | know a man in
Christ who fourteen years ago was caught



Third Stop--People

A. The race as a 'little trinity' (Gen 1-2)

1.

Individuals (we are judged individually)

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one
may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether
good or bad. (2 Cor 5.10)

2. We 'become’ like others (deep-seated imitation)

a. Being face-to-face for all eternity, no wonder the Persons of the

Trinity are almost indistinguishable!

Do not make friends with a hot-tempered man, do not associate
with one easily angered, 25 or you may learn his ways and get
yourself ensnared. (Prov 22.24)

He who walks with the wise grows wise (Prov 13.20a)

but they mingled with the nations and adopted their customs. (Ps
106.35)

Do not be misled: "Bad company corrupts good character.” (I cor
15.33)

When Moses finished speaking to them, he put a veil over his face.
34 But whenever he entered the LORD's presence to speak with
him, he removed the veil until he came out. And when he came out
and told the Israelites what he had been commanded, 35 they saw
that his face was radiant. Then Moses would put the veil back over
his face until he went in to speak with the LORD. (Ex 34.33)

And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are
being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory,
which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. (2 Cor 3.18)

b. The incredible Mimic-Machine: the infant!!
c. Youare NOT "what you eat", but WHO you "eat with"...



3. We are 'forced' to interact in history and culture

a.
b.

Of all the animals, we are the ones born most helpless.

It is 'not good' for man (men?) to be alone (Gen 2.81: The LORD
God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone. | will make a
helper suitable for him.™")

Biologically, educationally, socially, sexually, religiously,
linguistically--in every area of our lives, we interact with real or
‘projected' people...

The most intense punishment in prison (short of death?) we know
is 'solitary confinement'.

"There are perhaps three reasons why humans live in groups. The
first is the long period of physical and social maturation required
by humans. The second is the psychological need for
companionship. This is so strong that isolation or solitary
confinement is used as punishment. The third is the relative
physical weakness of the human being. He is ill equipped without
such physical helps as claws, tusks, and hoofs. By cooperation man
controls stronger, quicker, and more dangerous animals than
himself and tames many aspects of the environment.” (Cultural
Anthropology: A Christian Perspective, Stephen Grunlan and
Marvin Mayers, Zondervan:1979, p.189).

4. Intimacy, Companionship

a.
b.

C.
d.

"And the two shall become one..."(Gen 1 and 2)

Shared "essence" in the Trinity is somewhat like "shared essence"

in a family or "shared identify" of a primary group.

A shared Plan in the Trinity is somewhat like a "secondary group™

One of the more difficult trials of our Lord on earth...abandonment
at the Garden and betrayal by a trusted friend...

If an enemy were insulting me, | could endure it; if a foe were
raising himself against me, I could hide from him. 13 But it is you,
a man like myself, my companion, my close friend, 14 with whom 1
once enjoyed sweet fellowship as we walked with the throng at the
house of God. (Ps 55.12)

After he had said this, Jesus was troubled in spirit and testified, "I
tell you the truth, one of you is going to betray me.” 22 His
disciples stared at one another, at a loss to know which of them he
meant. 23 One of them, the disciple whom Jesus loved, was



B. Personal

reclining next to him. 24 Simon Peter motioned to this disciple and
said, "Ask him which one he means." 25 Leaning back against
Jesus, he asked him, "Lord, who is it?" 26 Jesus answered, "It is
the one to whom | will give this piece of bread when | have dipped
it in the dish."” Then, dipping the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas
Iscariot, son of Simon. 27 As soon as Judas took the bread, Satan
entered into him. "What you are about to do, do quickly,” Jesus
told him, 28 but no one at the meal understood why Jesus said this
to him. (John 13)

Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane,
and he said to them, "Sit here while | go over there and pray." 37
He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with him, and he
began to be sorrowful and troubled. 38 Then he said to them, "My
soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here
and keep watch with me.” 39 Going a little farther, he fell with his
face to the ground and prayed, "My Father, if it is possible, may
this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will." 40
Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. "Could
you men not keep watch with me for one hour?" he asked Peter.
(Matt 26.36ff)

The intimacy of the Trinity is pictured in Father/Son, God/Spirit of
God, 'another' Comforter, we are "one", etc.

Our facility for empathy is a major expression of this pre-built
unity...

1. Conscious (i.e. we experience things, are aware of things, think
sometimes, etc.)
2. Emotion (we ‘feel'--anger, joy, affection, disdain, compassion, insult, fear)

3. Choice

"Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the
gods your forefathers worshiped beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve
the LORD. 15 But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then
choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your
forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose
land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the
LORD." (Josh 24.14f)

Since they hated knowledge and did not choose to fear the LORD, 30 since
they would not accept my advice and spurned my rebuke, 31 they will eat



the fruit of their ways and be filled with the fruit of their schemes. (Prov
1.29)

for I called but you did not answer, | spoke but you did not listen. You did
evil in my sight and chose what displeases me."” (Is 65.12)

"To the eunuchs who keep my Sabbaths, who choose what pleases me and
hold fast to my covenant -- 5 to them I will give within my temple and its
walls a memorial and a name better than sons and daughters; I will give
them an everlasting name that will not be cut off. (Is 56.4)

4. Sense of "Inner Self" or "Soul"

So | find this law at work: When | want to do good, evil is right there with
me. 22 For in my inner being I delight in God's law (Rom 7.21-22)

For out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks. 35 The good man
brings good things out of the good stored up in him, and the evil man
brings evil things out of the evil stored up in him. 36 But I tell you that
men will have to give account on the day of judgment for every careless
word they have spoken. 37 For by your words you will be acquitted, and
by your words you will be condemned.” (Matt 12.34ff)

5. Innate knowledge of "Other Minds"
a. Infant recognition of facial-patterns within minutes of birth...
b. Children build a 'folk psychology' by age three...
c. All of this is inferred without ever seeing a 'soul’ or ‘'mind'--simply
patterns of ‘apparent' interaction.

C. Community/Solidarity
1. We affect each other -- for good or ill

But if anyone causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it
would be better for him to have a large millstone hung around his neck
and to be drowned in the depths of the sea. (Mt 18.16)

All food is clean, but it is wrong for a man to eat anything that causes
someone else to stumble. (Rom 14.20)

My brothers, if one of you should wander from the truth and someone
should bring him back, 20 remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from
the error of his way will save him from death and cover over a multitude
of sins. (Jas 5.19ff)



Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact
you are doing. (I Thess 5.11)

2. We have responsibilities to/for one other

Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially
to those who belong to the family of believers. (Gal 6.10)

Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one
another, (Rom 13.8)

3. We have needs for the 'group’ to work--achievement beyond the 'parts'

D. Creatures
1. We are dependent on Another
2. We do not have much ‘authority' or many 'rights’

So | went down to the potter's house, and | saw him working at the wheel.
4 But the pot he was shaping from the clay was marred in his hands; so
the potter formed it into another pot, shaping it as seemed best to him. 5
Then the word of the LORD came to me: 6 "O house of Israel, can | not do
with you as this potter does?" declares the LORD. "Like clay in the hand
of the potter, so are you in my hand, O house of Israel. (Jer 18.3)

"Shall what is formed say to him who formed it, "Why did you make me
like this?™ 21 Does not the potter have the right to make out of the same
lump of clay some pottery for noble purposes and some for common use?
(rom 9.20)

Question: What does God ""owe™ us? What 'rights’ do we have in His
"court"?

3. We are not gods...

Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life? 26 Since you
cannot do this very little thing, why do you worry about the rest? (Luke
12.25)

29 All the rich of the earth will feast and worship; all who go down to the
dust will kneel before him -- those who cannot keep themselves alive. (Ps
22.29)



E. "Leverage"
1. Created by community
a. The role of the 'social prophet’
b. All the power of ‘peer pressure’ and ‘public opionion’
c. Social and Cultural "pressures™ and control mechanisms

2. Created by history/time
a. The power of words--spoken, written, unspoken
b. The flow from subjectivity to objectivity--the 'inside' becomes a
'thing' which has 'power’
c. thoughts => attitudes => actions => habits => character

3. Created by relationships (including His)
a. Family (e.g. parents teach kids)
b. Prayer (leveraging our relation with Him, or His relationship with
His Son)
c. Marriage changes everybody (and sometimes, produces
'somebodies’)
d. Friends and fellow-workers

e. Eternal ripples and eternal rewards

"He who receives you receives me, and he who receives me receives the
one who sent me. 41 Anyone who receives a prophet because he is a
prophet will receive a prophet's reward, and anyone who receives a
righteous man because he is a righteous man will receive a righteous
man's reward. (Matt 10.41)

But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without
expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you
will be sons of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and
wicked. (Luke 6.35)

Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not men, 8 because
you know that the Lord will reward everyone for whatever good he does,
whether he is slave or free. (Eph 6.8)

"Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all
kinds of evil against you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because



great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the
prophets who were before you. (Matt 5.11)

Pleasing Him -- the Little Drummer Boy scenario

"Be careful not to do your “acts of righteousness' before men, to be seen
by them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven. 2
"So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the
hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by men.
I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. 3 But when you
give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is
doing, 4 so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees
what is done in secret, will reward you. (Matt 6.1ff)

Conflicting Goals

1. Jesus and Conflicting Goals
a. The fast in the Wilderness
b. Gethsemane

2. Prioritization

a. Gethsemane: "Not my will but yours be done"

b. John 4.32: But he said to them, "'l have food to eat that you know
nothing about."

c. We already do this in crises

d. "Don't let the good keep you from the best"
Our conscious 'executive' function 'vetoes' lower processes

4, Examples: culinary delights, pain avoidance, intimacy, influence

w

Changeable within a baseline

0. DNA doesn't say it all (e.g. Mississippi alligators!)

1. Conscious 'push-down' & psychosomatics

2. Karl Popper's "World Three"

3. The flow between 'What | can choose' and "What | have become”

Image of God
0. Regnal image (our rulership over the earth)



1. Intrinsic worth

"Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed; for in
the image of God has God made man. (Gen 9.6)

With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men,
who have been made in God's likeness. (Jas 3.9)

And how much more valuable you are than birds! (Luke 12.24)
How much more valuable is a man than a sheep! (Matt 12.12)

2. The implications of these two: mental, ability to recognize value
(i.e. conscience), choice--fully personal and communal

We are "Inside" the universe

0. Subject to physical laws (but these are more fluid than we realize)

1. Able to make macro-changes to the universe!

2. Material consequences of our actions (e.g. ecology)

3. We cannot see 'outside’ the borders of the universe (a real problem for
theology)

We were given the Mandate

. The Mandate of Genesis 1:

Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let
them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the
livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the
ground." 27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he
created him; male and female he created them. 28 God blessed them and
said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue
it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every
living creature that moves on the ground."” (Gen 1:26-28

A. "Rule over the animals/earth”

B. "Be fruitful and increase"

C. "Fill" -- shared with most living creatures (cf. Gen 1.22; 8.17)
D. "Subdue" the earth



. The Mandate of Genesis 2

The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it
and take care of it. (Gen 2.15)

A. to 'work the garden’
B. to 'care for the garden’

How the mandate plays out in our lives

the ‘'work' of a baby

the work of creation/nurturing/challenging

the work of re-shaping the universe

Art and literature

self-control (Gal 5.23)

Romans 12.2: Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with
good. (1)
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