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Welcome!

These mini lessons were adopted, modified, and translated from Christian-thinktank.com website and
represent the reflection of another simple traveler on the spiritual path. Each article below has all three
languages with in it, Urdu Punjabi, English. May you find great blessing and help from these writings, as
you make progress on your own spiritual journey before our good-hearted God.
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Lessons I have learned 1-10
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A Flower in the Rain forest (1/31/95)
One of the later lessons | learned in my Christian life was about why God made beautiful things.

In the early days, | thought that God made beautiful things solely as a means to reach the world,
as a witness to fallen man of God's goodness, as a tool in His plan of salvation.

Indeed, did not Paul mention something like this in Acts 14:17... "Yet He has not left himself
without testimony: He has shown kindness by giving you rain from heaven and crops in their
seasons; he provides you with plenty of food and fills your hearts with joy" There is no question
that God will use anything at all to witness to people--stones, stars, donkeys, even Gentiles! This
was never the question--the question was rather did God ever make something just to be
beautiful and pleasing to him.

Then one day | realized that the rain forests in South America and the prairies of Texas, and the
jungles of Africa have seen the flowering and fading of thousands upon thousands of flowers.
These flowers were never, and many will never be sent by human eyes. So why do they come
and burst into color?

Since nothing happens without His okay (and He has different 'types' of okays), there must be
some reason, and a very probable answer is that God loves beauty in itself. He has staged a
sunrise and a sunset every instant of earth's history (not to mention countless more throughout
the universe!)--noticed by so few of us, but probably delighted in by Him...

And a little later I realized that some of the things He was doing in my character over the years
were NOT NECESSARILY for ‘outreach’, but because he loved the beauty...and | began to enjoy
them as such also...And I also learned a little more about the precious heart of our God...

Eph 2.10--"for we are His workmanship..."

A REAL promotion (1/31/95)

I have two brothers in my family--two incredibly dear souls (if | were sure they would never see
this, I would quote Heb 11.38a here...as it stands, they don't have web access yet, so they can't
find this anyway!)...One consistently challenges me by the sheer strength and depth of his
character/commitment; the other's tenacious purity of heart and integrity are unintentionally a
constant reminder of my sporadic failures of heart...

The younger one does technical support in a large public utility firm in the US. His firm recently
did a downsizing and re-org, in which the number of positions in his support group went from 70
to 12 (or something like that)...He was, of course, concerned about his ability to care for his
family, should he not be selected as one of the 'survivors'.



When the announcement day came, he was indeed selected as one of the 12 to stay, and | called
him to hear the good news from him. He was duly relieved and at some point in the conversation,
| asked if his new position (which SOUNDED like a promotion) involved more money. His reply
burned deeply into my spirit..."No™ he replied "but I DO get to serve more people.”

[His email signature line, seen by all his 'secular' co-workers, reads "Servanthood starts in the
mind with three simple words--'change me, Lord™]

Our world, our church, our families WOULD never be the same again, if all the serious disciples
of Jesus Christ would adopt that attitude every day--EVEN IF JUST FOR A WEEK!

Mark 10:45 -- "for even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his
life as a ransom for many..."

Key to the Christian Life (1/31/95)

When | was a brand-new follower of Jesus Christ, | was always searching for the 'key' to the
Christian Life...I read book after book, attended meeting after meeting, listened to tape after
tape...and all of them were generally good, and all made important contributions to my
relationship with my Lord...but none of the approaches worked for longer than 2-3 days before I
was 'dry" again.

But I was a child of my western culture (esp. in the 20th century)--1 wanted a formula or a
technique to be able to ‘optimize’ or 'manage’ my Christian life. | wanted to control it (for noble
purposes, to be sure!), but it had the character of a 'thing' or a 'process' that could be factored and
analyzed, and then mastered. There were buttons and dials and levers and such, no doubt...

Then one day I realized that maybe my approach to the ‘approach’ was wrong. Didn't God's
provision of manna in the wilderness wanderings only last ONE DAY? Didn't his people have to
go out EACH DAY for new sustenance?

And so that night, at a bible study | was teaching, | asked the class to help me fill in the blank to
the question "The Key to the Christian Life is

The answers starting coming: Jesus, the Holy Spirit, prayer, devotional life, honesty, forgiveness,
faithfulness, obedience, love, faith, commitment, the Bible, fellowship...we came up with at least
25 different things that are necessary, but not sufficient for the task...

As we explored the issue, we realized that the Christian life was NOT ‘locked'!--there didn't need
to be a 'key'. The Christian life is simply a personal relationship with a living God...there are no



'keys' to personal relationships...there ARE issues that one pays attention to in those relationships
(that can impede the relationship) but they do not guarantee success.

And so we learned that on each day, God may need to stress something different--obedience one
day, enjoying Him the next...

Every day is a new creation with Him...a new quiet adventure...a new experience of growth...
It REALLY is alot simpler than we sometimes try to make it!

One of my favorite quotes is from Martin Luther--one of his students asked him one morning
what was his 'rule of life'...Luther replied (with his characteristic vigor) "Love God and live as
you please!"

I have thought about this for many years...the order of the two phrases are, of course,
ABSOLUTELY CRITICAL...you must love God first before you can really trust your 'as you
please'ings! But once the relationship with God is characterized by a passion to please Him, then
the second clause excites a flame in us for action that can change the world...

So...relax...(his yoke was 'easy' remember - Mt 11.28-30)..."lay back in his love™...roll around in
His acceptance...take each day as a fresh "to do" list...

Micah 6:8--He has shown, O man, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To
act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God"

What | want to be... (1/31/95)

When | began approaching the end of my seminary days, | began considering career
directions...perhaps even a little too obsessively...l spent considerable amounts of emotional
energy in agonizing over the “teacher vs. pastor” dilemma...(even then in my life, I spent
considerable time evaluating options | DIDN'T HAVE!)...Some of this is natural, and even more
of it was profitable, but the thing that finally brought me back-2-balance was a short walk/talk 1
had with Him one sunny afternoon...

As | often do, | decided to take a long walk and try to 'talk through' the issues with Him. So,
leaving my small family to fend for themselves without me for a few minutes, | started around a
‘long block'. I remember vividly the moment when, after arguing in my mind the pros and cons
of each alternative, | looked up and asked "do you want be aspire to be a college teacher or to
aspire to the pastoral ministry?"...



And then, bubbling up from somewhere deep inside came the still, small, gentle idea (in my own
idiom, of course--that seems to be the way He communicates with us sometimes...cf. Psalm
16.71..)..."why don't you settle for aspiring to be a righteous man?"...

Point well taken, Chair is out of order...

The Problem of Pain (2/2/95)

As most serious lovers of God probably do, I think alot about the problem of evil (both moral
and natural)...Under the category of "natural evil"” falls the problem of pain and suffering...

The Christian is often confronted with this issue--how can a good God allow this much suffering
in the world?

I was pondering this recently, in the context of a dear friend who was suffering severe emotional
and mental anguish...In this case it did not have a physical component, but the anguish and
suffering were almost overwhelming...

In talking with her about this, I myself was seriously anguished...through what is normally called
our 'empathetic abilities'...the ability to put yourself in someone else's shoes and ‘feel’ what they
feel...In the case of physical pain, this is generally limited; but in the case of psychological
suffering, it is VERY well developed by many people.

In this case, | had the ‘advantage’ of more years and experience than my younger friend, and this
had the strange effect of making my experience of suffering PERHAPS greater than her actual
experience...l saw ramifications of the situation that she did not...and as many people with
developed senses of empathy, those feelings are NOT under my control...as | walk through a
supermarket, and | see a parent mentally abusing a child, I cannot but 'hurt' deeply...

I can remember individuals in my life (esp. my mother) who hurt so much more than I did, when
it was ME in a situation like that...and I always explained that by their additional 'depth from
years' and their personal experience of suffering and their intense sensitivity to my heart...In
other words, their suffering was related to how sensitive and caring and experienced they were...

(Even in some physical pain situations, | wonder who really 'hurts more'--the dying child or the
parents, all things considered? We know countless examples of people, whose positive attitudes
reduced the pain of cancer to "ONLY™ the physical, and others whose attitudes contributed equal
amounts of grief, bitterness, despair, etc.)

And then I thought about my God...infinite in love, infinite in sensitivity, infinite in
experience/wisdom...and | wondered about His sense of empathy...did He have more control
over His, than | do over mine?--or Does He 'hurt' with EVERY SINGLE suffering in human

EVERY SINGLE SUFFERING incredibly MORE than even we do ourselves?! Does the



‘problem of pain' for mortals become the 'PROBLEM OF PAIN' in His own experience?! Does
this mean that His experience of suffering is the bigger problem than OUR experience of
this?...Does this mean He hurts more than we do, in our moments of crisis and loss?...

I came away from that thought-track with a new perspective on the 'problem of pain’ and a new
understanding of our Lord's incredible love...

Isaiah 53.3 "A Man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering..."

Feeling 'little’ (3/7/95)

There are times in my relationship with the Lord that | am intensely aware of my 'smallness’
before Him, most notably in His acts of deliverance and forgiveness. | feel dwarfed in those
contexts, albeit in a very warm and secure way...

But I have noticed that in my quiet times and in my one-on-one prayer times, He NEVER makes
me feel 'small'. I am very much aware of my finitude and His immensity, but somehow the
warmth of His Spirit in me never lets me feel insignificant... | know that | am of precious value
and high worth to Him, by virtue of his actions in Christ, but to experience that in times of
closeness and communion with Him...is such a testimony to beauty of his heart and the purity of
his character and His openness to deep relationships with us. Such acceptance! Such warmth!
Such attention from such a God!

"we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand.” (Romans 5.1f)

Giving up on the ""Why"" [sometimes ;>) ] (3/7/95)
I read Isaiah 40.11 the other day:

Isa. 40:11 He tends his flock like a shepherd: He gathers the lambs in his arms and carries them
close to his heart; he gently leads those that have young.

And | thought about Jesus the Good Shepherd, and 'all we like sheep have gone astray’, and |
pictured the image in Is. of God carrying me close to his heart...

The little lamb would not understand the power, or the language, or even the world of the
shepherd...but she could sense the warmth of that heart, and the security of that embrace, and the
goodness of that soul.



And then | thought of all the animals | have seen on airplanes, being carried along on the trip by
their masters. | remember vividly the scenes of the owners putting their dear pets into the little
box-kennels, with the fearful nervous eyes of the pet, and the anxious movements ...and all the
while, the owner is speaking softly and reassuringly and kindly, in such a way that the pet lies
quietly in trust and loyalty in such a strange and forbidding situation.

I think of how, without an understanding (or even a hope of understanding) of the 'why"', those
animals, in reliance upon a master who loved and cared for them, would quietly trust and
wait...still a little nervous, with the sad eyes of questioning, but with the calmness that only
comes from a significant and active relationship with their owner.

And then, | though of all the times I didn't get an explanation from MY Master as to a
"why"...and probably for the same reason--no way | could understand! Did I respond in trust like
that? | certainly am the beneficiary of a great, warm, active relationship with the living God...

Hmmm...needs work, eh?

"The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. He makes me lie down in green pastures, he
leads me beside quiet waters, he restores my soul. He guides me in paths of righteousness for his
name's sake. Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil,
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.” (Ps 23)

A VERY personal response...

A very precious heart is stranded somewhere in the midwest, fresh out of theological
training, awaiting his call from our Lord to a specific ministry. As the weeks and months
have drawn by--without direction--as God sets things up for him, he struggles with his
thoughts...like we all...

I visualize him in some log cabin (I literally think he told me this) on his knees before the Father,
struggling to subdue his heart of passion desire to 'get into the harness' for the kingdom. I too
have felt that--in a couple of different scenarios--and so | interacted with his letter below...and it
became a VERY personal disclosure from me. But here it is...maybe someone can benefit...

Hey brother, | appreciate your writing back, | am sure you get a ton of messages a day!
You probably don't even remember writing back!

actually, i do remember you and your name (that is highly unusual for me)...your story strikes
too close to home...



Anyway, | am the guy who graduated from XXX Seminary. It has been sweet and sour up
here. I am drenched in solitude which is drawing me exponentially closer to God than | had
ever thought possible which in turn brings on onslaughts of temptations and worries that
try to (and often succeed) in choking the joy of the Gospel out of my life. I guess | am really
learning how the Lord desires us to live solely on his strength.

Take advantage of the sweetness of time with Him! If i had that situation, i would drench myself
in the mystical Christian writers, spend long sessions in listing every tiny detail of my life that i
am thankful for (in His presence of course!), drink deep in meditation and scripture memory...oh,
friend--to have the time in Arabia that Paul had with Christ!--or the decades that Moses had with
YAHWEH alone in the sheepfields, day after day pondering and questioning and subduing his
heart!

to cuddle up in His warmth and be lost in His grace and to stand at the edge of that galaxy+
ocean of smiling and deep acceptance...to lay back in a field and stare at his message in the stars
and ask Him about each one...to be overwhelmed by the how that strange thing called 'election’
broke into MY life and gathered me into His arms--trembling, ignorant, unsure; but on a road to
a certainty that defies everything the darkness can throw at us...that touch of his attention, those
eyes so deep, that heart so steady and stable...

... there are times in my life when He makes me stop all my activity and makes me focus on a
basic fact: His doesn't just want what i can do for Him in the lives of others--He wants ME...if no
one else in the world existed, His grace and goodness and kind acts and openness to me would
not change...to Him, I am an 'end-point’ in a process of love!

"To fear God and ENJOY Him forever..."

Remember the marriage contract in the OT? The newly married husband was NOT allowed to go
to war--but had to stay home and make his wife happy!

Deut. 24:5 If a man has recently married, he must not be sent to war or have any other
duty laid on him. For one year he is to be free to stay at home and bring happiness to
the wife he has married.

Take advantage of your "honeymoon" period?

I grow impatient with the Lord at times yet there is no other option. He holds my heart so
steadfast that | can go in no other direction. I am glad about that but it is very frustrating
at times. | am guessing that perhaps Paul’s time in Arabia was filled with this kind of
pulverizing or tenderizing. I am finding that positive thinking is not enough, I have to be so
convinced of his love for me everyday. This is the only true grounds for dealing with failed
expectations.

I have waited and waited and hoped and hoped and been crushed before myself in these areas...i
still struggle with it...and so my story follows:



i was saved in 1971, gave my life to the Lord in 1972, set out to be a Christian professor in a
secular university (they exert SUCH influence) in my field of computer science...someone soon
confronted my with the option of ministry--since i was going to be studying all the time
ANYWAY, why not do it in an area i enjoyed more, like biblical and theological studies...

so i set out to do so..I was freshly married at the time, to a dear young Christian girl who wanted
to serve the lord with me...as FLA bible college went by, and then Dallas Theo. Seminary, and
then UD, our mutual inability to overcome our homelife legacies surfaced in our marriage...it
was barely held together during the end of seminary, and i avoided the issues as long as i
could...during this entire time i worked full-time, did school full-time and was a full-time father
to my kids (but not a very good husband--my general lack of personal strength/skills/wisdom
back then was a killer). My ‘career' goals changed quickly from pastoral to academic; it seems
clear to me that my interests and abilities were all in that type of arena.

So as i graduated from seminary, i was primed for service:

e igrad'd Magna Cum Laud

¢ was award the Chafer SysTheo award for the highest grades in Systheo in my
class of 200+

e gave lectures (TSF) on theol.method, that many faculty members attended

But no ministry opened up, and i needed a phd. anyway for academia...i wanted to
teach a few years if possible and did so at Dallas Bib college, but was still dependent
on my computer job for income...

marriage was failing, business was dying--as i plugged thru the first year of doc.studies, always
knowing that God would not use me if i destroyed my family...

It was 1982 when i 'stopped’ my education...i dropped out of school and tried to focus on making
the job work (which would help things at home, i thought), and on making the marriage work--
probably only because it was NEEDED for a qualification for ministry in my sub-culture, and
not because it was precious and of worth in God's sight...

Well, i couldn't make it happen, and though my walk ever remained close, my commitment firm,
my hope unduly bright, I failed...

I was divorced in 1989, and knew it was coming for 4 years...

the nights i asked 'why'! what was the training for? what was the MARRIAGE for?! why such
torture and crushed expectations? (YOU still have hope; the divorce killed mine--at least the
stereotypical one) Just to change MY thinking? could i ever believe that God would use a failed
man to represent him at all, in even the slightest way? Even crumbs from the table?

Oh, I stand forgiven, and i cling to the greek perfect tense of 'paid in full’, and i roll around in His
acceptance, but i will always wrestle with the ‘what i might have done for Him' if only i had been
better or something...



and yet the faith in providence and the unexpected and the invisible always grows...

i dont understand, nor invest much time in TRYING to anymore...the servant is not supposed to
over-analyze decades old mistakes, but rather get on to today's 'to do' list for the Master...

Now, to be quite frank, during that whole time i was learning that God obviously viewed
'success' and ‘output’ and 'fruit' differently than we humans...i often speculated that the seat 'next
to him' that the mother of Jas/john asked for, would NOT go to someone famous (e.g. Paul,
David), but perhaps to a single mom in outer Mongolia, whose life and words to her kid and
village MOST ACCURATELY displayed His character and obedience to the Father...so 'output’
in classical terms of vocational ministry, or class size, or "heads led to the Lord" or whatever was
really not an idol...

but there was still the question--why all the training and thinking and apparent gifting? (in the
sense of 1Cor. 4:7 For who makes you different from anyone else? What do you have that you
did not receive? And if you did receive it, why do you boast as though you did not? )...i have
always believed in His ability to turn cursing into blessing, and more appropriately, bring life
from death...where might i fit?

during this time, of course, He was making PROFOUND changes in my theology--slow cooker
style. I experienced so much of life, faced so many questions, dealt with so much ordinary
'spam'...my Lord grew larger, and more colorful, and with more blood in Him, more musically
inclined; He laughed more, He taught me the difference between holiness and righteousness, He
led me into fields of wonder and vast spaces of the incomprehensible. He debunked so many
Christian slogans and holy one-liners and evangelical pat answers and ‘techniques'--and left me
sitting, and quiet, and calm--in the throneroom of worship...

the mind kept cooking under His tutelage, and thru this painful field trip...but to quote Packer:
"But I have known God"!

He does seem to have carved His Son's character in me somewhat--i do experience those
situations in which we get feedback from those around us, about some fruit of the spirit in our
lives. and i do 'point’ people to Him, about one a year; and witness to business executives weekly
in my job--men/women who have not considered Christ since they were tiny. | understand this
somewhat...a 'calling' to an everyday life, but interfacing with sharp, sharp people--and many
with good, good questions--but ALL with old, old needs...

and then there's my kids...incredible people all, but all with still that borrowed faith/personal
faith %mix of those raised in Christian homes...all are comfortable with my incessant stream of
Christian 'observations' and theological blatherings and pattern correlation...they smile and track
and will be so far ahead of me in this beautiful worldview--when THEY fall in love with the
desire of the nations...and my learning is not enough! the questions they ask, esp. the oldest, are
NEW and different and non-standard, and are being used of God to stretch me even farther and
see things ‘farther out'...



and then there's the ThinkTank--the consumer of all i have ever read, learned, questioned,
feared...the place where the questions further sculpt me and ‘grind me up' draw me out to 'scary
questions' long avoided, but which teaches me that NO FEAR applies to the disciple of the God
of Truth...the crucible in which my worldview is becoming more articulate and fine-spun, and its
beauty and completeness becomes more obvious to me--to the praise of the glory of His
godhead!

I find myself telling this One in the mornings sometimes, "You really are GOD--in all that
means, in more than | could possibly pack into that word, in the fullest meaning of that word--
which only YOU know"...and each day, with each experience, that word means MORE and
BIGGER and BETTER than it did the day before...

So, i still dont understand...but i see my life differently now...i enjoy Him, I walk with Him, and
serve Him in a couple of quiet areas: my little Sunday school class, my job--with its many
contacts, my Kids, the Thinktank. And, quite frankly, there's not anymore time left in the week...

And I'm almost 45 years old. | am hurtling towards my meeting with Him, and have honestly
given up on getting the "well done, good and faithful servant”...but i know grace...and know that
He will affirm me, and focus on the little that | DID accomplish for Him, and wipe away these
tears of frustration and grief over lost opportunities, and quickly--very quickly--get through with
my 'mgt. review' (Rom 14:12) and begin showing me the place he build for me (John 14)...such
love!

so i forget the things behind, and reach forward toward the things to come...I ask each day what
the action items are.. | keep short accounts with my family, in case He comes to meet me, or
calls me to meet Him...and review EACH NIGHT in detail (in my journal) "What | did for the
Kingdom today"--(hopefully He will let me use this audit trail in my "accounting session' since
my memory is so bad)...

Our situations are obviously different, but our questions and frustrations are no doubt similar...
You know the drill...and it will no doubt happen to you and i again...and again...and again...in

His process of transforming us into the incredibly subservient and obedient character of the God-
man in Gethsemane!

Bottomless Introspection (10/22/95)

We are told in scripture many, many times to 'examine ourselves'--to check our motives, our
hearts, our reasons for our behavior and beliefs. (e.g. | Cor 11.28; 2 Cor 13.5)

We are ALSO told to expect ‘confusion’ when we look inside! The heart is said to be "deceitful
above all things" (Jer 17.9) and the mixed character of our motives as illustrated in Romans 8
and Galatians 5 QUITE obvious to the follower of Jesus.



When | put these two thing together, especially as an ex-obsessive/compulsive, | realize that the
introspective task cannot go on forever, for it will NEVER reach a conclusion. One has, rather, to
'settle for limited objectives' in this process. Introspection must have an end--we do have to 'get
back to work' for the Master!

The way this works out in practice for me is this. | DO go looking inside, for my motives and
thoughtlife and intentions, but once | have surfaced all the issues and considerations I can find
(within some alloted timeframe), | make a judgment, trusting the Holy Spirit to be a
subconscious influence on the decision process.

Although I will doubt this decision of faith (a little bit, and a little later), this is par for the
course. Our life of faith does NOT eradicate all of the ‘confused internals' generated by our two
conflicting 'natures/sides' (cf. Gal 5.17). So, no matter how much peace the Lord allows to
‘congeal’ in my heart about a decision, | can ALWAYS expect at least one 'negative’ or 'doubt’
voice in there with it. Until I get the eschatological freedom from this confusion of intentions, |
know to expect this 'mixed' witness of my heart.

This is NOT to say that the two (or more) "promptings" in my heart are of EQUAL weight. In
many cases, a radical difference between the two is the clearest sign of God's will...assuming that
I have practiced saying 'NO' to the ethically-negative impulses of my life, over time.

The point is to avoid time-wasting, unproductive, often depressing, and "bottomless™
introspection. A healthy awareness of our tendency to moral failure, coupled with the reality of
foregiveness "upon request"(!), should limit our need for endless review and examination. We
must be honest with our Lord and with our Father--in our examination of our hearts and motives-
-but we must produce practical levels of confession and then 'get on with life'...

Contentment versus Complacency (10/22/95)

It took me almost ten years to discover the difference betwen contentment (biblically endorsed)
and complacency (biblically repudiatiated). And I also discovered that this was related to a
version of the "already / not-yet" tension in the Christian experience.

We are enjoined to be content with our circumstances in a number of passages--Phil 4, | Tim 6,
Heb 13.5--and this contentment is essentially to be based on the fact that our historical
circumstances reflect the current theatre of God's activity in our lives (I Cor 7:17ff).

However, sometimes the ETHICAL situations that we are in may need RAPID changing. If we
are in ethical and/or legal relationships and arrangments that are contrary to those ethical
directives and guidelines that are BUILT INTO reality (and as disclosed to us by our Loving
God), then we should hasten to change those circumstances (e.g | Cor 5.1-5).

This also extends generally to "where we are™ in our Christian character and worldview
development. In other words, we should be content with the level of character development that



God has accomplished in our life to date. [This applies to the POSITIVE areas--we are NOT to
be content with persistent and habitual sin in our life, nor to limitations on our positive growth
CREATED by deliberate and willful refusal to pay attention to God's instructions.]

In the first year of my Christian life, | ran across this principle in a church sermon. | was sitting
in the church pew, and the preacher said something like "The God of the Universe is doing
everything He possibly can in your life RIGHT NOW, in His task of conforming your character
to the character of His precious Son"...I found this idea to be rather radical--that at any given
moment, my Father is working in my life "full time" to make me better! This is IRRESPECTIVE
of whether I can see His activity, of whether I can see progress, of whether others can see it. This
is one promise of faith I can count on--"being confident of this, that he who began a good work
in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus".(Phil 1.6)

This is one aspect of the "already'--1 am "already" a source of life in the universe (i.e. a source of
negative entropy in historical patterns, ethical manifestation/consistency, character integrity
development).

Now, when | couple this thought with the reality that God has been working in my life for some
time already, | come to the conclusion that I should give thanks for what he has ALREADY done
in my character development. I AM better than | used to be--and I should be HONEST WITH
GOD about my progress, and be thankful for the effects of His activity and ‘historical
engineering' in my life.

I should be 'content' with this progress.

Now, let's switch gears. Most of us have heard the Christian slogan "I am better than | USED TO
BE, but not as good as | am GOING TO BE". We have made progress, to be sure, but there is
still MUCH MORE progress to be made.

In Philpns 3.10-16, Paul points out that complacency is off-target. We should realize that we
have "attained' a certain success (and that we should never 'slip back' to lower levels of
attainment), but that we should 'strive’ to make more gains, to grow more, to please Him more, to
know Him better--to grow.

We are to be content with our circumstances, WITHOUT being complacent in them. We should
be thankful for what He have done in our lives in developing our hearts and wills, but we should
aspire to grow more.

We ARE to try and better our circumstances. In the | Cor 7 passage, those called in Greek
slavery were to be 'content’, but not complacent--Paul told them to pursue their freedom if they
had the slightest opportunity (I Cor 7.22), and he himself made an argument to Philemon to free
a former slave Onesimus.

Of course, our aspirations of 'better circumstances' have to be spiritually-driven. Aspirations to
satisfy our selfish ‘cravings' (Rom 13.14; Jas 4.3) won't work, as will neither self-centered
political ambitions (Matt 20.20f). We ARE to aspire to the more 'noble' things of life (Philp 4.8).



In summary, we should be thankful and content for where the Lord has brought us, and to aspire
to 'go farther' than that. And, when we understand the reality that He HAS already made progress
in our lives, we can have a firm hope that the future will see even greater development--our
aspirations are NOT merely the 'vain and groundless hope' of those limited to their OWN

resources!



	A VERY personal response... 

